June 2021

Time to Break Out

Start Something New

As nature starts to break out all
around us, LALG groups are also
breaking out of lockdown.

At LALG we have plenty of ideas
for new groups and activities, but
we always need more. And we also
need volunteers to help us get
them off the ground.

Many groups are resuming inperson activities. Look inside and
see! For example:
The London Village group has
arranged five dates for a
‘memorable maritime meander
along the peaceful south side of
the Thames‘.

In this edition there are sixteen new
groups just waiting to happen. Turn
to pages 5 to 8 for details.
These budding groups are run
initially by the Group Support Team
until they become self-sufficient.

Europe and Beyond is offering a
talk and discussion on ‘Our
International Obligations to
Refugees and Asylum Seekers’.

So we especially need to hear from
members who can look after a new
group once we have got it started.

So look inside for lots of ways to
plan your Breakout!

Please get in touch if you can help:
groupsupport@lalg.org.uk

To join any of our groups you should be a member of LALG
FB.com/LALGLetchworth

instagram.com/LALGLetchworth
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Trips and Events
Summer
Spectacular

Centrally
Organised
Virtual Events

Friday 20 August

Live on Zoom

We are planning another
Spectacular with our friends
from the Settlement - just like
the Christmas one but this time
in person.

We are still arranging some Centrally
Organised Virtual Events (COVE).
Please see lalg.org.uk/cove.

We hope that even more of our
talented performers will be there to
provide us with an evening of fun and
entertainment.
We will allow plenty of space and
time to catch up, chat and even
imbibe a little, as the Settlement now
has a drinks licence.

All COVE events are FREE to
members and £5 for non-members.

Theatre and
Excursions
Kilworth House Hotel
& Theatre may
reschedule their 2021
production of Carousel, in 2022.

Attendance is free to members, but
unfortunately due to the space
restrictions, non-members will not be
able to attend.

Meanwhile we have provisionally
booked tickets for:
John Rutter’s
Christmas Celebration,
Royal Albert Hall, London on
Thursday 9 December 2021.

Ticket booking will be announced in
the July Newsletter.
If you would like to perform please
contact the Events Team who are
managing the evening for us.
Please email them at:

Group Organiser:
Malcolm King 01462 677329;
theatresandexcursions@lalg.org.uk

events@lalg.org.uk

lalg.org.uk/theatresandexcursions
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London
Villages

LALG Challenge
Cup Golf
Tournament

Bermondsey
Beach to
Rotherhithe

Tuesday 19 October,
9am
Wyboston Lakes
This is a very interesting and attractive
course, quite flat and not overly
strenuous.
There will be the traditional bacon butty
and coffee.
Our Challenge will be, as is the
tradition, a Texas Scramble format.

Tuesday 22 June,
Wednesday 30 June,
Thursday 15 July, Saturday
17 July, Monday 16 August
Leader: Philip Sayers
Book early for a memorable maritime
meander along the peaceful south
side of the Thames from Tower
Bridge to Rotherhithe and beyond.
About 4-5-miles of wharfs,
warehouses, and wandering
wayfarers, via wet locks, dry docks
and an amazing view of today’s
skyscrapers.

Afterwards there will be a two-course
meal.
Teams of 4 will be announced on the
day. We are hoping for a good mix of
ladies and men.
Payment of £45 to be made on the day.

Please contact:
Michael Homfray-Cooper
07927 394209; golfcup@lalg.org.uk

Buy a Travel Card. Weekdays: 09.38
Royston, 09.43 Ashwell, 09.47
Baldock, 09.51 Letchworth, 09.55
Hitchin, 10.01 Stevenage.
Alight at London Bridge. Meet at the
exit barriers there at 10.45.
All Overground trains except on the
return: two stops on the spacious
Jubilee Line, or bus with a leader;
your choice.

Lockdown Quiz
Saturday
25 September
By popular demand,
these quizzes will restart as the nights
draw in (although they will not be
called Lockdown Quizzes).
Put the date in your diary now and
watch the newsletter and website for
updates.
You can read more about lockdown
quizzes in the Feature article on
page 22.

Stops for coffee and lunch. Home
before 6pm.
£3 contribution towards leader’s
expenses.
Online booking from Tuesday 1 June
at lalg.org.uk/londonvillages
(preferred) or contact Philip Sayers
(NOT Rosemary) at
p.sayers@gmail.com or
01462 686798.
Contact on the day: 07854 782687.

Group Contact: Ann
lockdownquiz@lalg.org.uk

Group Contact:
Rosemary Read 01462 450494;
londonvillages@lalg.org.uk

lalg.org.uk/LockdownQuiz
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Feature

Trips & Events cont.

Letchworth Open Gardens
(Founded by LALG)

Fairfield Park Tours
Walking tours of Fairfield Park will
resume shortly.

Sunday 27 June, 11am-5pm
Over 20 gardens will be open to
visitors in the world's first Garden City
covering every aspect of gardening
and size of garden.

Interest in these tours is always high
and we have a long waiting list.

Some have quirky features, others
more cottage style, some set around
1905 cottages.

Group Contact:
William Armitage 01462 643537
armitagewilliam@hotmail.co.uk

So tours will be limited to LALG
members only.

There will be plant sales and
refreshments at various gardens.
All proceeds will go to British Red
Cross, the Garden House Hospice
and other local charities.

Monday to
Friday Group
We hope to arrange
more coach trips very soon.

Tickets: £8 in advance or £10 on the
day from: www.letchworth-vog.org.
Also on sale at David’s Bookshop and
Bickerdikes Garden Centre.

As trips are planned, the details will
be published in future newsletters and
on the website.

St Christopher School will provide
a free bus between the gardens.

mondaytofriday@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/mondaytofriday

Committee News
Group Support Team
If you need help with launching a new
or reviving an existing group, we are
here to help.
The next Committee meeting is on
Wednesday 23 June. If there is
anything you would like the
Committee to discuss, please contact
the Secretary:
Marian Adams 01462 683898;
secretary@lalg.org.uk

Please ring one of the team:

Approved minutes of past meetings,
dates and details of future meetings
are at:
lalg.org.uk/committeemeetings.

Brian Noble

07773 671487

Steve Green

07710 542803

Val Quieros

07787 512580

William Armitage

01462 643537

Or you can email the team at:
groupsupport@lalg.org.uk
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Sports Fixtures
and Events

Visiting
Churches

Test events are
currently being
monitored by the
Government and hopefully we will be
able to resume later in the
summer/autumn.

Thursday 29 July,
2.30pm
St Mary Magdalene
and the deserted medieval village of
Caldecote (near Ashwell).
We will visit the church for a tour and a
talk.

Possible events include:
Cricket:
Friday 30 July, One Day Cup,
Middlesex v Hampshire at Radlett CC.
Football:
FA Cup - September
Arsenal Ladies - November.

Booking: via lalg.org.uk/caldecote
from Tuesday 1 June for LALG
members, £3pp.
Space permitting, from Thursday
1 July for non-members, £5pp.
There is free parking, but no toilets.
Travel directions are also at
lalg.org.uk/caldecote.

Horse Racing:
Huntingdon - October.

In August we will visit Holy Saviour,
Hitchin. Details in the July newsletter.

Look out for further details in the July
newsletter.

This non-religious group visits places
of worship to learn about their
architecture, monuments and history
and about the people who have been
associated with them over the
centuries.

Group Contact:
Steve Green 07710 542803;
sportsfixtures_events@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/sportsfixtures_events

Group Contact: Ann
visitingchurches@lalg.org.uk

Train Buddies

lalg.org.uk/visitingchurches

Thursday 24 June,
11am

New Ideas

Broadway Gallery Café,
The Arcade, Letchworth

Cycle Tyre Repair Workshop

Subject to COVID restrictions being
relaxed in June, we will hold this
meeting to plan a programme for the
rest of the year.

If you are one of our keen cyclists
who would like to attend a workshop
on repairing a puncture, please
contact Steve. The rear tyre in
particular can be a bit tricky!
If there is sufficient interest we will
arrange a workshop.
Deadline for interest:
Wednesday30 June.

We arrange day trips to popular
destinations using reduced price
tickets wherever possible.
Group Contact:
Geoff Morse 07714 503671;
trainbuddies@lalg.org.uk

Acting Group Contact:
Steve Green 07710 542803;
tosh1966@hotmail.com

lalg.org.uk/trainbuddies

Page 5

New Ideas cont.

Trial Groups

Food and Cooking

We are hoping to launch
the following groups.
Please get in touch if you are
interested in taking part, or especially
if you can help to organise.

Science and Lore of the Kitchen
The group will be finding out the
principles of cooking around the
world, culinary lore and scientific
explanations. It could also investigate
nutrition, bread, grain, milk, dairy,
meat, fruit, vegetables, herbs, spices,
drinks, food additives and more.

groupsupport@lalg.org.uk

We may plan visits, invite specialist
speakers and members may do their
own research. Six names will ensure
we can make a start.

All Things
Scottish
Tuesday 22 June,
10.30am

If interested, please contact:

Vutie Beets,
The Wynd, Letchworth

William Armitage 01462 643537,
armitagewilliam@hotmail.co.uk

Recycling Everything
There are many things which are not
covered by the Council’s weekly
collection, like the odd ballpoint pen
or toothpaste tube. Individually it is
not easy to recycle small objects, but
collectively this could be done in a
sensible way with practically anything.
If you are interested in joining, please
contact William, details below.

As this is our first meeting we will be
discussing future plans: for example,
the geography and geology of
Scotland, the history of Scottish
people, emigration and the best
places to visit, or whatever we like.
Future meetings can be daytime or
evening. If you are unable to attend,
but would like to be kept informed
about this group, please contact
William, details below.
William Armitage 01462 643537;
armitagewilliam@hotmail.co.uk

William Armitage 01462 643537;
armitagewilliam@hotmail.co.uk

Cambridge Capers

Open Water
Swimming

We are planning two trips
to Kettle's Yard in June.

We are in the process
of arranging an Open
Water induction session with a
qualified instructor from 'Swim Plus',
probably at some stage in July.
For further information please visit
lalg.org.uk/newgroups or contact:

We will email details to
everyone on our mailing
list. If you would like to be
on the mailing list, or you are
prepared to lead a visit to somewhere
else in Cambridge, we would love to
hear from you.

Acting Group Contact:
Steve Green 07710 54280;
tosh1966@hotmail.com

Acting Group Contact:
Jackie Sayers 07970 407635;
newgroups@lalg.org.uk
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Evening Strollers

Trial Groups cont.

Tuesday 15 June, 6.30pm

Ceramics – Taster Day

Date may change depending on the
weather.

We hope to arrange a special taster
event at the Made With Clay Studio in
Letchworth for LALG members only.

Make the most of the lighter evenings
with a 2-3-mile circular stroll along the
Greenway, starting from Broadway
Gardens.

The date for the Taster Day was not
available at the time of going to print.
Several members have already
expressed interest, but we could
accept more. If you would like to be
contacted when the date is fixed,
please get in touch with William:
details below:

Optional visit to a nearby pub
afterwards.

Please get in touch to find out more.
Acting Group Contact:
Jackie Sayers 07970 407635;
newgroups@lalg.org.uk

William Armitage 01462 643537
armitagewilliam@hotmail.co.uk.

Ireland and the Irish Language

Countryside, Farming and
Wildlife
We hope to arrange a farm and
countryside visit in July.

In July, to start us off, lecturer Michael
Williams will give a talk followed by a
discussion on: The History of the
relationship of the UK and Ireland.

Watch out for Open Farm Sunday 27
June. To find a farm nearby see
farmsunday.org/visit-a-farm.

See July’s newsletter for the date.
Future talks will include Yeats: Irish
poet and dramatist.

William Armitage 01462 643537;
armitagewilliam@hotmail.co.uk

William Armitage 01462 643537;
armitagewilliam@hotmail.co.uk

Cribbage

GOT AN IDEA FOR
A NEW GROUP?

Monday 7 June, 4pm

Letchworth Sports &
Tennis Club, Muddy Lane
At this meeting we will plan how to get
this group going, probably from July.

Any member of LALG is welcome to
start a new group on any subject
provided it is within the spirit of
LALG.

If you are interested in playing, or
running this new group, please come
along or contact Steve beforehand,
with days/times of when you will be
available to play.

The Group Support Team will help a
group to get started and provide
advice and support until the group
becomes established.

Acting Group Contact:
Steve Green 07710 542803;
tosh1966@hotmail.com

Get in touch with one of the Group
Support team listed on page 4 or
email: groupsupport@lalg.org.uk
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Lunch Club

Snooker

Wednesday 23 June,
12.30pm

The ABC Club in Leys
Avenue is now open, but
for members only. It is not
certain when the group can play, but
is anticipated some time in July.

Sukawatee Thai and Malaysian
Restaurant in Hermitage Road,
Hitchin.

We play once a month. Cost last year
was £3 entry plus the shared cost of a
table at £10 per hour. You can play
for either one hour (£8) or two hours
(£13). Hopefully, it will be the same
price this year.

Their extensive menu is available at
www.sukawatee.com, and it looks
very interesting!
If you would like to come along please
get in touch at least 24 hours
beforehand.

We have not decided on the day we
are playing yet - if you are interested
and would like more details contact
Steve by Wednesday 30 June.

Acting Group Contact:
Val Quieros 07787 512580;
val.quieros@yahoo.co.uk

The venue is Covid-secure with hand
gel, equipment cleaned in between
bookings and payment by card.

Night Walk with a
Full Moon

Acting Group Contact:
Steve Green 07710 542803;
tosh1966@hotmail.com

Strawberry Moon
Thursday 24 June
Meet at Letchworth’s first roundabout,
Sollershott West side at 9pm for a lift,
or Weston Green at 9.30pm.

Trail Walkers
Tuesday 8 June,
9.30am-4pm-ish

Bring a torch and a drink. Walk will
finish by midnight depending on the
weather.

The first leg of the
Stevenage STOOP

Booking is essential by contacting
William, details below. Please leave
your details and if you require a lift.

Tuesday 13 July,
9.30am-4pm-ish
Second leg of the STOOP

William Armitage 01462 643537 or
armitagewilliam@hotmail.co.uk

These walks are about 12 miles each
and led by Nigel Bellis.
Car sharing available.

Social History
We have plenty of interest
and have had some
excellent Zoom meetings.
We will meet when numbers are not
limited indoors. For more information or
if you would like to join, contact:

Further walks will be on the second
Tuesday of every month.
For full details, please email Nigel at:
osvillas@gmail.com

armitagewilliam@hotmail.co.uk

Acting Group Contact:
William Armitage
trailwalkers@lalg.org.uk

lalg.org.uk/socialhistory

lalg.org.uk/trailwalkers
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Meet a Member

Arts and Books
Architecture and
Housing Study
Group

Leon Fotiadis
& Aliki Fikiori
Leon and Aliki
first joined
LALG around
15 years ago to
go on a walking
holiday. Now,
many walks
later, Aliki has joined the Daytime
German group and the Easy Riders
cycling group. She also volunteered
Leon as an editor for this newsletter!
He produced the May 2021 edition
and plans to do more. Leon said:
“Doing the newsletter, I was really
impressed how many good people
offer their time to LALG.“

Thursday 24 June,
9.30am
Tour of Hertfordshire’s Favourite
Buildings
Meet at Letchworth’s first roundabout,
Sollershott West side. We will be
sharing cars and return by 1pm. Our
visits will include Broadway Cinema,
the Alms Houses, Baldock, Howgills,
Clothall Church and Ashwell.
Booking is essential by contacting
William, details below by:
Sunday 20 June.

Aliki and Leon both still love walking
and Leon is also the webmaster for
the North Herts Ramblers website.

Group Contact: William Armitage
architecture@lalg.org.uk

During lockdown they joined several
of LALG’s online talks arranged
through the COVE programme. Aliki
said: “I think Zoom is here to stay and
it would be great if we can join LALG
activities even when we are able to
visit our time-share in Spain again.

lalg.org.uk/architecture

British History
Reading Group
For information about
future meetings please
get in touch:

Asked to say a little about their own
history, Aliki said: “We both grew up
in Athens but Leon left as a teenager
to study in London and we had our
own lives. Then 25 years ago I came
to England and made a new life with
Leon. This is our home now.“

Group Contact:
Don Dowling 01462 678934;
britishhistory@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/britishhistory

Their children are now grown up.
Aliki’s son lives in New York and she
is looking forward to him being able to
visit before much longer. Leon’s two
sons live more locally and each have
two sons of their own.

For details of 50 local businesses
offering generous discounts to
LALG members, go to

If you are willing to be featured in this
column in future, please email
newsletter@lalg.org.uk.

www.lalg.org.uk/discounts
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Fairfield Book
Group

Arts & Books cont.
Children's
Literature
For information about
future meetings, please
get in touch:

lalg.org.uk/childrensbooks

Crime and Murder
Mystery Book
Group

Full

Group Contact: Angela Patchett;
childrensbooks@lalg.org.uk

The first Thursday of
every month via Zoom.
Thursday 3 June, 7.30pm
A Handful of Dust by Evelyn Waugh
Thursday 1 July, 7.30pm
Miss Austen by Gill Hornby
Please email the group if you would
like to join:
Group Contact:
Elaine Fox 01462 735642;
fairfieldbookgroup@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/fairfieldbookgroup

Monday 28 June, 7.30pm
via Zoom

Film Appreciation
(Discussion Group)

Echo Park by Michael Connelly

Monday 7 June, 8pm
via Zoom

Please get in touch with the Group
Contact for details of this Zoom
meeting.
New members are welcome.
Group Contact:
Jenny Gosling 01462 895878;
crimebookgroup@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/crimebookgroup

We will discuss Manchester by the
Sea (2016) dir: Kenneth Lonergan.
Available on BBC iplayer and Amazon
Prime Video.
Group Contact: Lynne McGechie
07763 030031 or 01462 683724;
filmappreciation@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/filmappreciation

Daytime Book
Group

Opera and Ballet
Group

Monday 14 June,
1.30pm

This Group has been
unable to meet during
COVID restrictions.

House of Glass by
Hadley Freeman.
If you would like to join, get in touch.
Please also see lalg.org.uk/
daytimebook for details of books we
have read since 2013.
Group Contact:
Hazel Irwin 01462 730498;
daytimebook@lalg.org.uk

Plans are in hand to do so when
allowed and considered safe.
Do contact John to be added to our
informative mailing list.
Group Contact:
John Cox 01438 241043;
operagroup@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/operagroup
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Play Reading 1

Poetry for Pleasure

Monday 21 June,
1.30-4.30pm

No meetings are planned
for now.

We hope to be able to resume meeting
in person this month, but may still
include the Zoom option for those who
prefer to join us online.

If you would like to join our waiting list
please contact:

lalg.org.uk/poetry

Currently the group is full, but you are
welcome to contact Ann to join the
short waiting list.

lalg.org.uk/playreading1

Full

Group Contact:
Ann Gibson 01462 680995;
playreading1@lalg.org.uk

For information about
future meetings, please
get in touch:

7.30-9pm on the first
Thursday of the
month.

Thursday 1 July
Wilding: The Return of Nature To A
British Farm. Isabella Tree 2019
(Pan Macmillan).

Full

lalg.org.uk/playreading2

Readers’ Choice
Book Group

Thursday 3 June
A Girl Is A Half Formed Thing
Eimear McBride 2013
(Faber and Faber).

Play Reading 2

Group Contact:
Helen Williams 01462 633093;
playreading2@lalg.org.uk

We are currently discussing our books
via email.
Group Contact:
Anne Castling 01462 835132;
readerschoice@lalg.org.uk

Poetry in the
Afternoon

lalg.org.uk/readerschoice

We now decide our
monthly theme online.
We contribute and
discuss the poems.

Membership of LALG entitles

Regretfully we cannot accept new
members for the time being.

lalg.org.uk/poetryevening

everyone in your household
to join as many groups and
activities as they want,

Full

Group Contact:
Mike Mannion 01462 674580;
poetryevening@lalg.org.uk

Full

Our Zoom sessions to date have
proved very successful with a
consistently high attendance.

Group Contact:
Diane Maybank 01462 459505;
poetry@lalg.org.uk
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space permitting.

Readers’ Group

Shakespeare Study
Group

Our book discussions
continue via Zoom until
further notice.

For information about
future meetings, please
get in touch.

Please get in touch if you
want to be added to our
waiting list.

Thursday 22 July Miss Austen
by Gill Hornby

If you are interested in attending and
have not been before, please contact:

Group Contact:
Megan Stacey 01462 683074;
readersgroup@lalg.org.uk

Group Contact:
Lorraine Gregory 07708 580308;
shakespeare@lalg.org.uk

lalg.org.uk/readersgroup

Full

Thursday 24 June The Bee Keeper
of Aleppo by Christy Lefteri

Previously we met on the first
Wednesday of the month at 10.30am
at the Broadway Hotel. It is hoped
that we can meet very soon.

lalg.org.uk/shakespeare

Writers Group

Science Book
Group

First Tuesday of each
month, 7.30-9.30pm
via Zoom

Wednesday 21 July,
7.30pm
The Voyage of the Beagle
by Charles Darwin
Darwin sailed from the UK on
HMS Beagle in 1831. His journal
gives an insight into how he made his
observations and developed the ideas
that led to The Origin of Species.

We are a friendly and
varied group. We write 2 or
3 pages in advance, inspired by a
specific topic or genre. We then share
our work (optional) before the meeting
and discuss it on the night.
Zoom details will be emailed a few
days before the meeting.

Show-casing his knowledge and
observational skills, it is also a travel
memoir and gives an insight into his
character and humour.

Newcomers are very welcome.

We will discuss this book and related
topics. All LALG members are
welcome and there is no charge.

lalg.org.uk/writersgroup

Group Contact: Diana Newson
writersgroup@lalg.org.uk

We will decide closer to the time
whether to meet in person or
by Zoom.

To attend LALG groups you should
be a member of LALG. But most

Group Contact: Ann
sciencebookgroup@lalg.org.uk

groups will let you come a couple

of times before you decide.

lalg.org.uk/sciencebookgroup
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Gardens For All

Crafts & Gardening

We are gradually
resuming our
programme of visits to
gardens large and small, both locally
and further afield.

Clock Group
For information about
future meetings, please
get in touch.

We have not planned too far ahead and
details were not ready in time for this
newsletter. If you would like more
information about our June visit please
contact Susan Mellor, details below.

We service and repair
clocks under our tutor
Richard Edwards with
the assistance of Bernard Bailey.

New members are always very
welcome to join this friendly group and
you don’t need a garden to belong.

Sessions begin with a short
presentation on theory followed by
practical work on members’ own
mechanical clocks.

Group Contact:
Susan Mellor 01462 456486;
gardensforall@lalg.org.uk

We have a few vacancies, so if you
are interested in joining us when
meetings resume, please contact
Richard, details below.

lalg.org.uk/gardensforall

Beginners and more experienced
horologists are welcome.

Gardening
Tea and Tips 1

Group Contact:
Richard Edwards 01462 683030;
clockgroup@lalg.org.uk

We are enthusiastic
gardeners who visit each
other’s gardens to share
expertise and swap plants, whilst also
enjoying coffee and cake.

lalg.org.uk/clockgroup

Flower Arranging
We are a very
enthusiastic group
who enjoy making
pretty arrangements.

lalg.org.uk/GardeningTT1

Gardening
Tea and Tips 2

Our skills vary from
complete novices to
almost professional.

Friday 18 June, 2pm
via Zoom

The group is now full, but please
contact Angie to be added to our
waiting list.

For information about future
meetings, please get in touch.

Group Contact:
Angie Lockyer 01462 893441;
flowerarranging@lalg.org.uk

Full

lalg.org.uk/flowerarranging

Group Contact:
Angela Ellis
gardeningTT2@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/GardeningTT2
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Full

Group Contact:
Annie Hankin 01462 685511;
gardeningTT1@lalg.org.uk

Playing the Recorder
for Fun

Crafts & Gardening cont.

Wednesdays,
10-11.30am
via Zoom

Knitting Group
For information about future
meetings, please get in
touch.

We are a friendly and sociable group.
We enjoy making music together and
having a chat afterwards.

Group Contact:
Annie Hankin 01462 685511;
knittinggroup@lalg.org.uk

Full

lalg.org.uk/knittinggroup

Learning and
Practising Lip
Reading

Some experience of recorder playing
and/or reading music would be useful.

Group Contact:
Rayna West 07415 169511;
recorder@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/recorder

Thursdays, 10.30am

Patchwork Group

For information about future meetings,
please see website.

For information about future
meetings, please get in
touch.

lalg.org.uk/lipreading

Full

Group Contacts:
Jean Watson 01462 679687 or
Veronica Jones 01462 451174;
lipreading@lalg.org.uk

First Friday of every
month at 10am
via Zoom
Our skills and interests are varied, but
we all love creating useful and/or
beautiful things.
We help each other with ideas and
practical advice and would welcome a
couple more members.

lalg.org.uk/sewing

lalg.org.uk/patchwork

Photography
Out and About

Sewing Group

Group Contact:
Alison Butler 07941 631314;
sewing@lalg.org.uk

Group Contact:
Zena Truscott 01462 627253;
patchwork@lalg.org.uk

We are a small group of
hobby photographers who
enjoy a social outing with
our digital cameras.
Our monthly photoshoots are mainly
held midweek. We then review each
other’s photos online and upload a
selection to the website.
We may have vacancies now.
Group Contact:
Pat Rumpus 01438 557529;
poa@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/poa
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Sketching in the
English
Countryside

Textiles Group

Friday 18 June, 10.30am
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE

We meet at one of our
members’ homes. Meetings will
restart when possible.

We share ideas regarding
all elements of textiles.

Open to anyone who enjoys, or would
like to try, drawing in the open air.
Just bring your own drawing materials
and a chair.
Oughton Head Common, Hitchin.
Parking at the end of Westmill Lane
(opposite Turnpike Lane) at the
roundabout on the A600 Bedford
Road, Ickleford. Turn left at the
roundabout if coming from Hitchin.

Group Contact:
Linda Carson 07990 748583;
textiles@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/textiles

Ukulele Group
The ukulele group is
still meeting every
Thursday via Zoom.

There is a short walk to access the
common and river.
Friday 23 July, 10.30am
Ashwell
Further details in July Newsletter.

With the easing of
lockdown, we are now meeting in
groups of 6 in members’ gardens.
This is weather dependent.

Group Contact:
Celia Lord 01462 623589 or
07964 373131;
sketchingcountryside@lalg.org.uk

We hope to meet, again outdoors, in
larger groups. Initially this will be
normal and beginners groups
combined.

lalg.org.uk/sketchingcountryside

Always room for new members.
Group Contact:
David Flower 01462 683939;
ukulele@lalg.org.uk

Textile Interest
Group

lalg.org.uk/ukulele

Our friendly creative
group usually meet
up on a monthly
basis to take part in
a textile workshop.

Wild Flowers

Group Contact:
Amy Wilson 07917 542405;
textileinterest@lalg.org.uk

Group Contact:
Sheila Rhodes 01462 678911;
wildflowers@lalg.org.uk

lalg.org.uk/textileinterest

lalg.org.uk/wildflowers
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Full

Each month we have a project to
work on, usually related to woven,
hand-dyed or stitched textiles.
Currently, virtual meetings run weekly
on a Tuesday evening 7-8pm and
are free to join.

We had a delightful
walk to see the
bluebells in a wood
near Weston in early May. In June or
July we hope to visit Hexton Chalk Pit
or Knocking Knoll where we should
see orchids and butterflies as well as
wild flowers. Date to be announced.

LALG Chair, Elaine Fox, looks at life beyond Covid

As the evenings are
getting longer (and
hopefully warmer) and
lockdown measures
begin to ease in line with the
government’s roadmap, we have been
thinking about what LALG can offer
going forward.

I appreciate that everyone will have their
own comfort zone. Some members will
still be cautious about mixing whilst
others will be raring to get out and about
again and to see people for real, not just
on Zoom.
Throughout the pandemic LALG has
adhered to government guidance and
this will continue but we are seeking to
do more over the weeks and months
ahead whilst not forgetting those who
are unable or unwilling to leave home.
So here is an outline of what we are
planning.
Our Group Support Team continues to
provide support and guidance to those
groups that want to start in-person
activities.
Due to print and production deadlines
the newsletter is not always up to date
so keep an eye on the website where
you will find the latest information or you
may be contacted directly by the contact
for your group.
However, although we always have lots
of ideas for new groups and we get them
set up, the stumbling block is then
finding people to keep them going. For
example, we have had lots of interest in:
Ireland & the Irish Language, Social
History, Architecture & Housing, and
Countryside, Farming & Wildlife. Now we
just need people who can help to run
them. If anyone is interested, please
email groupsupport@lalg.org.uk.

Many of you have commented how
much you have enjoyed our weekly
online talks. We have a programme
through to the end of May but will then
be taking a rest until the autumn. We do
not want to embarrass our speakers by
having a small audience if we are all off
enjoying the sunshine!
From September we are then planning
two talks per month: the first restarting
the Members’ meetings on the first
Monday of the month; the second will be
an online one on a Tuesday evening
later each month. We also intend to
broadcast the Members’ meetings on
Zoom so people who cannot get to the
Kincaid Hall can still listen in.
Additionally, if any groups would like to
reach a wider audience via Zoom we are
happy to facilitate that by broadcasting
your talks and discussions.
Our concert series is continuing with
three more concerts presented in
partnership with the Settlement. We are
able to have a small audience in the
Kincaid Hall in May and June when the
concerts will also be broadcast via
Zoom. We hope to go to full capacity in
the hall in July.
Our series will culminate with a Summer
Spectacular on Friday 20 August when
we will be entertained by our fellow
LALG members and friends from the
Settlement. We are still considering what
we might offer next season.
We are exploring whether we can get
our trips up and running again and
whether Members will have the appetite
for travel.
In August we hope to run coach and
train trips so those Members who want
to can enjoy something beyond our
locality and we will then assess what to
do after that.
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... life beyond Covid
In a new venture, over the summer we
will be trying out pop-up social events. A
gazebo is all we need to create an
outside base from which we can
welcome LALG members for a chat and
meet up. Bring your own chairs and
refreshments. We will also be
participating in the various festivals
organised in and around Letchworth.
LALG has a lot to offer, and we want to
make sure people know about us!
Our quizzes have remained popular and
I’m pleased to say we will continue to
give you an opportunity every month to
stretch your grey cells. After a summer
break they will resume in September. As
now, we will run them through the
website but we also intend to have one
annual in-person quiz so we all have the
chance to show off our quizzing
prowess, honed no doubt during
lockdown! Plus we can all enjoy a drink
and supper together, rather than
virtually!
During the past months we have been
busy forging links with like-minded
organisations. We already have a
partnership with the Settlement and are
expanding our contacts. There are other
organisations which offer activities that
may be of interest to our Members and
you will see information about them
popping up in our social media posts, on
the website and in the newsletter.
I hope you will find different things that
intrigue or engage you. As a start, new
LALG member Aman Dhillon has let us
have details of 'Tongues of Fire’, an
Asian film festival which in 2021 has the
theme 'Ray of Hope' and demonstrates
the extraordinary journeys that
characters go through to shift the power
dynamics in their lives. You can find out
more at:
www.tonguesonfire.com/events

Our ambitions and opportunities are only
limited by the number of volunteers who
can help us. If you have time to spare,
we can find you something to do!
As we are still in the planning stages I
cannot give full details of everything just
now. Look out for further information in
future newsletters, in my Chair’s emails
and on the website.
LALG membership is great value for
money at just £10 - or £14 with the
paper newsletter. As we are self-funding
we rely on that income to make
everything happen – plus a lot of people
giving their time. So, to join our groups,
attend our talks or meetings, come on
our trips or enjoy our other events, you
need to be a Member.
For now, keep safe and well and I hope
we can see each other soon!

Volunteers Week 1 - 7 June
This is an appropriate time to thank
everyone who has kept us going for over
30 years, not least in this unusual year.
There are masses of people who work
behind the scenes, I hope I don’t miss
anyone, so in no particular order:
Group contacts and others who help with
group activities including the Group
Support Team, Membership Team, Web
editors, Newsletter editors and proofreaders, Website Technical team,
Publicity and social media team, Events
team including those who organise our
talks, quizzes and other member events
and those who provide the refreshments,
hand out leaflets, meet and greet,
Discount suppliers support, Linked
Organisation support, Committee
members, past and present.
I’m sure LALG members will want to join
me in thanking you for all your efforts on
our behalf.
Elaine Fox
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Malt Whisky
Appreciation

Food and Drink
Firkin Club

Sainte Mhath!
It’s good to be back!

Meetings to resume
Tuesday 29 June, 8pm

Recent meetings have been held by
Zoom but, if regulations allow, our
usual format will re-commence on
Friday 9 July, 8pm. All current
members of the group will be emailed
to confirm the arrangements.

Pleased to be back!

CRAFTY’S BEER SHOP,
Leys Avenue, Letchworth …
... where there’s always a good
selection of interesting real ales.

We meet monthly to sample real ales
and to put world affairs into a
personal perspective, viewed through
a pint glass. If COVID regulations are
not fully lifted, all members will be
emailed with details.
New members very welcome.

New members welcome. For details
of the venue and format contact:

Group Contact:
Grant Cameron 01462 679569;
firkinclub@lalg.org.uk

Group Contact:
Grant Cameron 01462 679569;
maltwhisky@lalg.org.uk

lalg.org.uk/firkinclub

Food and Cookery
Group

Vegetarian and
Vegan Group

Please contact Keith to go
on our waiting list.

lalg.org.uk/foodcookery

Tuesday 22 June,
7.30pm

Full

Group Contact:
Keith 07917 446044;
foodcookery@lalg.org.uk

Supper Club
We are still uncertain as to
when a group of people will
be able to meet up indoors
for a meal. We may be able to plan
something for later in the summer.

lalg.org.uk/supperclub

Vutie Beets,
The Wynd, Letchworth.

Harry, the owner of Vutie Beets, will
explain how he has managed to keep
going in the last 15 months and his
plans for the future. This will be
followed by a group chat on future
activities. Snacks and drinks will be
available. If you expect to participate,
please contact Lara.
Group Contact:
Lara Mitchell
vegetarianandvegan@lalg.org.uk

Full

Group Contact:
Linda King 01462 677329;
supperclub@lalg.org.uk

If you are interested in sampling,
comparing and generally enjoying fine
malt whisky come along to this
meeting when fine examples will be
presented for members’ pleasure.
A list of the whiskies we have
sampled in the past is available at
www.lalg.org.uk/maltwhisky.

lalg.org.uk/vegetarianandvegan

Page 18

Wine Appreciation
Group

General Groups

Sunday 18 July
Garden Party

Action for
Happiness

After a good response from members,
a garden party has been planned for
July. More definite details will appear
in the July Newsletter to reflect any
new Government guidelines.

A movement for positive
social change using
activities to improve
wellbeing, such as
mindfulness, gratitude diaries,
identifying personal strengths, being
near nature etc.

We hope to see you there!
Group Contacts:
John Raines 01462 893059;
George Barnes 01462 673710;
winegroup1@lalg.org.uk

We meet via Zoom.
For further information contact:
Group Contact:
Chris West 07932 195463;
actionforhappiness@lalg.org.uk

lalg.org.uk/winegroup1

Wine Discovery

lalg.org.uk/actionforhappiness

For information about
future meetings, please
get in touch.

lalg.org.uk/winediscovery

All Things Feathered
Poultry Society
Full

Group Contacts:
Moira and Nigel Rigby
winediscovery@lalg.org.uk

We meet every two months and you
would be very welcome to join us on
Zoom; email for the joining link.

Wine Group 3
Tuesday 15 June,
7.30pm

You will meet some delightful hens
and fellow keepers.

Another Zoom-based wine
tasting where we all
sample the same wines at
the same time.
The wines for this meeting will be
chosen by Mike and Alison.

For further information please contact:

Group Contact:
Claire Bunyan 07788 153500;
chickens@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/chickens

We will be taking a break during the
summer and hope that conditions will
allow us to return to meeting at
Mrs Howard Hall in September.

lalg.org.uk/winegroup3

Full

Group Contacts:
Teresa Baker 07947 008242;
Martin Davies 07833 290126;
winegroup3@lalg.org.uk

Calling all keepers of
poultry and waterfowl!
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Group Contacts supply newsletter
information by the 10th of the
previous month.
Later updates can be published
online by emailing
webeditors@lalg.org.uk

General Groups cont.

Blitz an Open
Space
As Covid restrictions
are being eased our
litter picking activities are being
expanded.

Ancient Egypt
Study Group
Please contact Oliver
to find out more about
this group and future
meetings.

Currently 4 teams operate, 2 in
Letchworth (Thursday and Saturday)
and 2 in Baldock (Wednesday and
Sunday).

Please also check the website.
Group Contact:
Oliver Webb 07929 058696;
AncientEgypt@lalg.org.uk

It is not possible to fix a programme too
far in advance as members are
requested to suggest areas which
require immediate attention.

lalg.org.uk/AncientEgypt

Volunteers are always welcome.
Group Contact:
Brian Noble 01462 490906;
or 07773 671487 (text)
Litter@lalg.org.uk

Black Squirrel
Investment Club
After 20 years of superb
analysis and uncanny
intuition we remain
competitive with the
FTSE 100!!

lalg.uk.org/litter

Computer Users

At present, we are relying on email
contact to exchange information and
opinions about investment.

Fridays:
4 June, 2 July,
6 August, all at 2pm,
via Zoom

Physical meetings will resume when
permitted.

This is a self-help group for nonexperts who, through their own
experiences, try to solve computer
issues raised by other members of the
group. Join us with any computerrelated problems.

Group Contact:
Graham Pointon 01462 670004;
investmentclub@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/investmentclub

Email the group contact for a
joining link.

Advertising Rates

All levels of expertise welcome.

Commercial:
Full page £70, Half £40
Non-profit: Full page
£55, Half £30

Limited spaces available.

Adverts should be PNG or JPEG files
(not PDF) and emailed to
newsletter@lalg.org.uk by the 10th
of the previous month.

Group Contact:
Graham Taylor
usingcomputers@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/usingcomputers
This is not a computer support line
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Europe and
Beyond

Meditation
Group

Monday 12 July,
7.30pm

Tuesdays, 7-9pm
via Zoom

The Kincaid Hall,
The Settlement,
Nevells Road, Letchworth,
SG6 4UB

Gently guide the mind
to cultivating a quiet awareness and
stillness that arises with taking your
attention within.

Our International Obligations to
Refugees and Asylum Seekers

This is a secular practice.
Suitable for all levels.

Speakers: to be confirmed

Beginners welcome. Your guide is:
Neelam Taneja.

LALG £3, non-members £4
All welcome!

Group Contact:
Sunil Vilas 01462 677455;
meditation@lalg.org.uk

For booking details get in touch with:
Group Contact:
Mandy Baldwin 07515 823735;
europeandbeyond@lalg.org.uk

lalg.org.uk/meditation

lalg.co.uk/europeandbeyond

Philosophy for
Non-Philosophers
For information about future
meetings, please get in touch.

Letchworth Local
History Research
Group

Group Contact:
Anne Sparrowhawk 07711 145736;
philosophy@lalg.org.uk

We hope to meet in
person at a venue to be
arranged.

lalg.org.uk/philosophy

The Group Contact will
confirm with existing members, but if
you are new to this group please get in
touch beforehand for details.

Philosophy for
Non-Philosophers
Daytime Group

We intend to make a start on our next
project, researching Letchworth road
names, but other ideas are always
welcome.
We look forward to hearing from you.

For information about
future meetings, please get in touch.
Group Contact:
John Blakey 07511 683591;
philosophydaytime@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/philosophydaytime

Group Contact:
Philippa Parker 01462 686828;
localhistory@lalg.org.uk

Group Contacts: looking for a policy,
a form or guidance on something?
Visit lalg.org.uk/guidance

lalg.org.uk/localhistory
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General Groups cont.
Quiz Team
We are waiting to see if
and when pub quizzes will
restart. If we hear of any
we will contact regular
members of the group.
Please also check our web page for
any quizzes arranged at short notice.

Group Contact: Andrew Dear
quizteam@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/quizteam

Weather Report
Group
Do you record local
weather statistics?
If so, you will be welcome to join our
small group. Please get in touch!
Group Contact:
Keith Taylor 01462 670749;
weather@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/weather

Women’s Studies
For information about future
meetings, please get in
touch.
Group Contact: Amelia
Sherwood
womensstudies@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/womensstudies

Have you or your group done
something special lately?
We’d love to feature your story,
so please email
newsletter@lalg.org.uk

Feature
Lockdown Quiz - see you
again in the Autumn
There was such an outcry when we
said Lockdown Quizzes would end in
May that we have decided to restart
them in the Autumn, with a new name.
Lockdown quizzes came about by
chance when the 2020 Annual Quiz
had to be moved online by the
organisers, Ann and Andrew.
“We did not dream it would be so
successful or become a monthly
event.” said Ann. “The emphasis was
on breaking down social isolation.
Only text questions were used, no
pictures, so people could join by
phone if they weren’t online.”
That first quiz had an amazing 53
teams submitting answers, plus many
others not submitting. Ann said: “We
were overjoyed by this, but also rather
horrified as we had to mark them all!
Lesson learned, we asked teams to
mark their own in later quizzes.”
Quizzers have been scattered far and
wide. The furthest away was in New
Zealand; another team was in
Aberdeen. Someone even joined from
his hospital bed. The youngest was
6 weeks old and there was at least
one quizzer in their nineties.

The quiz hosts enjoyed the teams’
entertaining efforts when they couldn’t
guess the answer, although no bonus
points were awarded (not even to the
team that suggested Ann was the
poet laureate).
The quizzes’ success has been due to
the effort, time and imagination
contributed by the quiz hosts and of
course the quizzers themselves.
Thank you all. We look forward to
getting together again on Saturday
25 September. See page 3.
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German Group 1

Language Groups

Tuesday evenings
via Zoom

Conversation
Française

Everyday conversation with
an opportunity for items of special
interest.

Lundis soirs
19h30 à 21h30
par Zoom
Conversation française se poursuit
pendant le confinement et les
restrictions connexes tous les lundis
soir par Zoom.
Si vous souhaitez participer, veuillez
contacter:

You are welcome to join us - just
contact us for Zoom details.
Group Contact:
Martin Sproat 01438 226044;
german1@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/german1

Group Contact:
John Gregory 01462 674639;
french1@lalg.org.uk

German Daytime

lalg.org.uk/french1

Wednesdays, 2pm
This group meets via
Zoom, or when possible, in each
other’s homes or a local café.

Daytime French
Thursdays, 2.30pm
We are hoping to start
meeting together in June, outdoors if
the weather is suitable and then
indoors when the rules allow. Please
contact us for details and to book.

Hosting is not essential for anyone
wishing to join this group. People on
our email list receive a weekly update.
This group is thriving, but more
members would still be welcomed,
particularly native speakers.

Group Contact:
val.quieros@yahoo.co.uk;
07787 512580
daytimefrench@lalg.org.uk

Group Contact:
Sheila Hogan 01462 743578;
germandaytime@lalg.org.uk

lalg.org.uk/DaytimeFrench

lalg.org.uk/germandaytime

Dutch Conversation
Once a month on
Wednesday mornings
Would you like to share
your thoughts on the arts, politics,
weather, travel, sports, gardening, or
anything else of interest?
Join our small group of (more or less)
Dutch speakers.

lalg.org.uk/dutch

Usually Fridays,
7.30-9.30pm
We meet via Zoom or at
members’ homes.
Group Contact:
Alan Fraser 01462 685448;
italian1@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/italian1
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Full

Group Contact:
Corrie Swain 01462 742542;
dutch@lalg.org.uk

Italian
Conversation 1

Russian Language

Italian
Conversation 2
Alternate Wednesday
evenings at members’
homes when restrictions
allow.
To find out more or to join the waiting
list please contact Gloria.

lalg.org.uk/italian2

Full

Group Contact:
Gloria Tirelli 07503 495952;
italian2@lalg.org.uk

Italian
Conversation 3

РУССКИЙ ЯЗЫК
Thursdays,
2.30-4pm
via Zoom
We try to resurrect oral and aural
skills for part of the session. We also
translate items, sometimes news
downloaded from Правда, Известя,
Би-Би-Си etc, but more often short
stories.
Some knowledge of Russian needed.
We do need new members.
Group Contact: Sheila Hogan
russian@lalg.org.uk

Mondays, 2.30pm

lalg.org.uk/russian

We are hoping to start meeting
together in June, outdoors if the
weather is suitable and then indoors
when the rules allow. Please contact
us for details and to book.

Spanish
Conversation

lalg.org.uk/italian3

Latin
Alternate Monday
evenings via Zoom

For those with some
knowledge of Latin.
Group Contact:
Carl Raybold 01767 223167;
latin@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/latin

For Zoom meeting links and
instructions, email the relevant
Group Contact.

Full

Group Contact:
val.quieros@yahoo.co.uk;
07787 512580
italian3@lalg.org.uk

Meetings are via Zoom
or, when possible, at the homes of
Letchworth members.
They are part general conversation,
part reading with translation and
discussion about various topics. We
are always open to new ideas.
For information about this group’s
plans, please contact:
Group Contact:
Ginny Morris 07944 777862;
spanish@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/spanish

Welsh Language
and Culture
For information about
this group’s plans,
please get in touch with
the group contact:
Group Contact:
Rosalie Lamburn 01767 640930;
lalg.org.uk/welsh
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Meet for Coffee 2

Social Groups

At last there could be light at
the end of the tunnel. Hope
you have all kept well after
such a long time.

50+ Singles
Drop-In
In the last few weeks,
while pubs have been
allowed to serve outside, some of us
have been meeting on a rota basis
each Friday evening at a pub with six
in a group.

Coffee mornings could be starting up
on Monday 7 June.
More details from group contact.

If you would like more information
about the group please do get in
touch.
Group Contact:
Anne Sparrowhawk 07711 145736;
50plussingles1@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/50plussingles1

In The News

lalg.org.uk/coffee2

Full

It is really hoped that rules will change
soon and we can get back to normal.

Group Contact:
Maureen Huckle 01462 638099;
coffee2@lalg.org.uk

Singing For
Pleasure

(Around the piano)
For information about
future meetings, please
get in touch or visit our website,
detailed below.
Group Contact: Amanda MacKnight
01438 750974 or 07733 133299;
singingforpleasure@lalg.org.uk

Tuesday 15 June, 4pm
We are a small group,
ready to welcome more
members.

lalg.org.uk/singingforpleasure

We discuss one or two current topics
agreed by email beforehand.
Please get in touch for details of the
central Letchworth venue.

What About You?

Acting Group Contact:
Jackie Sayers 07970 407635;
inthenews@lalg.org.uk

We are always looking for people to
speak at small and large meetings of
LALG. Do you have a lifetime of
experience in a particular subject, an
unusual hobby, an amazing job, or a
unique event in your life?

lalg.org.uk/inthenews

Meet for Coffee 1
For meeting dates
contact:

lalg.org.uk/coffee1

Full

Group Contact:
Jill Sells 01462 684289;
coffee1@lalg.org.uk

Could you tell other LALG members
about it? If so, please email
William Armitage:
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armitagewilliam@hotmail.co.uk

Bridge Club

Sports and Games

Tuesday, 22 June,1pm

50/9 Golf Society

We are looking forward
to seeing everyone
again at Howgills, on
Tuesdays and Fridays, after this long
break. We start at 1pm, but do come
earlier. Nearer the time we shall know
if any Coronavirus requirements still
need to be in place, but we hope not!
Beginners and improvers are always
welcome – we play very friendly
Rubber Bridge. £2.50 per session.

Wednesday mornings
We play nine holes at
some of the finest Golf
Clubs in the area, at
discounted green fees of
between £10 and £15 depending on
the venue, when restrictions allow.
Our games are social, rather than
competitive and we have mixed
abilities.

Group Contact:
Gill Cheaney 01462 686806;
bridgeclub@lalg.org.uk

Please contact us to go on our
waiting list.

lalg.org.uk/50_9golf

lalg.org.uk/bridgeclub

Full

Group Contact:
Stanley Bonin 01462 672178;
50_9golf@lalg.org.uk

Badminton 1

Easy Riders
Saturday 12 June,
10am
Ride to Baldock.
Meet at the Par 3 golf course,
Willian Way.

Mondays, 8-10pm
Letchworth Tennis Club

This ride is restricted to 6 people and
must be booked via Spond.
We ride along quiet roads, cycle
tracks and part of the Greenway, at
the pace of the slowest rider. Please
bring your helmet, a drink and a spare
inner tube. To join us, please get in
touch:

At the moment we do have
some vacancies.
Group Contact:
badminton1@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/badminton1

Badminton 2

Group Contact:
Jackie Harber 07578 466982;
easyriders@lalg.org.uk

Mondays, 7-8pm
Fearnhill School
We play mixed doubles which may be
possible on Monday 21 June if all
goes well. Please contact us for
confirmation of a start date or check
our web page. We currently have a
few vacancies.

lalg.org.uk/easyriders

Group Contact:
Sue Bresnahan 07801 345595;
badminton2@lalg.org.uk

Group Contact: Cathy Watts
01462 894073 or 07523 763358;
gamesclub@lalg.org.uk

lalg.org.uk/badminton2

lalg.org.uk/gamesclub

Games Club
For information about our
plans for future meetings,
please get in touch.
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Garden City
Wheelers

Par 3 Golf

Thursday 17 June,
10.30am

Par 3 Golf Centre,
Willian Way

Weather permitting, we will meet at
the fountain in Broadway Gardens for
a ride to Jordans Mill, Biggleswade,
having lunch in the cafeteria there.

Nine holes, ranging in length from
53 yards to 104 yards. There is a
comfortable clubhouse, open as
restrictions allow, serving light
refreshments at reasonable prices.
We have space for a couple more
players.

Fridays, 10am

This ride is relatively flat and suitable
for beginners.

We will cycle at the pace of the
slowest rider doing a return mileage
of approximately 20-25-miles.

To join this group LALG membership
is essential. There is a small charge.
Group Contact: Paul Wilkinson
par3@lalg.org.uk

If you need further information or
intend to join a ride for the first time
please get in touch:

lalg.org.uk/par3

Group Contact:
Stuart Collins 07710 507069;
stuartcollins2016@gmail.com

Pétanque
Wednesdays, 2pm

lalg.org.uk/GCWheelers

Par 3 Golf Centre,
Willian Way

Mah Jong
We meet at members'
homes where we play
the game for pleasure.
The game and the way
we play it lends itself to both the
beginner and the more advanced.
Games sessions currently suspended.

lalg.org.uk/mahjong

Group Contact:
Maureen Flower 01462 683939;
petanque@lalg.org.uk

lalg.org.uk/petanque

Full

Group Contact:
Valerie Williams 01462 624439;
mahjong@lalg.org.uk

We are starting to play again, with
appropriate social distancing, when
the café is open. So please do get in
touch if you are interested in joining
us. We are a friendly group and would
welcome new faces.

While we take care to reduce the
risks associated with LALG activities,
it is up to each individual to stay safe
and to arrange their own personal
insurance where applicable.

Rummikub
Wednesday 9 June,
11am and
Thursday 10 June, 2pm
Spirella Building, Bridge Road.
We are delighted to be resuming at last!
Group Contact:
Maureen Huckle 01462 638099;
rummikub@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/rummikub
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Table Tennis
For Fun

Scrabble
For the latest information,
please contact:

Thursdays,
7.30-9.30pm

Group Contact:
Eileen Creak 01462 632692;
scrabbleclub@lalg.org.uk

We play on four tables at the Central
Methodist Church Hall, Pixmore Way.

lalg.org.uk/scrabbleclub

We hope to be playing in June with
the stipulation that every player has
had 2 vaccinations.

Short Tennis

Please contact group contact for
confirmation.

Thursdays, 10.30am
Back in play!
Short tennis is played in
doubles on a smaller court with a soft
ball. It is easier than lawn tennis, but
still good fun and a new skill to
master.
All members will be emailed to
confirm when we are able to resume
our meetings on the indoor courts at
Letchworth Tennis Club

If you want to find out more about
joining our group please contact:
Group Contact:
Andy Gordon 01462 685366;
shorttennis@lalg.org.uk

Group Contact:
Uschi Groves 01462 684742;
TableTennisFun@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/TableTennisFun

Whist
For information about
future meetings, please
get in touch.
Group Contact:
David McGuire 01462 636373;
whist@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/whist

lalg.org.uk/shorttennis

Walking Groups

Social Cycling
Sunday mornings
These are leisurely rides
around 12-20-miles on
quiet roads or off-road tracks always
ending in a coffee stop.
New members welcome.
Contact me for more information.
Group Contact:
Robin Ghisi 01462 482400;
socialcycling@lalg.org.uk

lalg.org.uk/socialcycling

Annual Longest Day Walk
Sunday 20 June
Letchworth to Royston and back,
using the Lower and Upper Icknield
Way, or return by train from Royston.
For details about the walk, the starting
time and meeting place, please
contact William, details below.
William Armitage 01462 643537,
armitagewilliam@hotmail.co.uk
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Early Morning
Walks

Walking Groups cont.
Alternative Ramblers

Wednesdays
9 and 23 June

Sunday 13 June
A pleasant 4½-mile walk
around the Priory Park/
Charlton area of Hitchin.
The only hill is downwards, otherwise
easy walking with only a few gentle
inclines.

A great way to start
the day.
Meet at Letchworth’s first roundabout
on Broadway at 7am.
We go whatever the weather,
returning by about 8.40am.

Meet 10am at the large St Mary’s Car
Park Hitchin, SG4 9TN, (free parking
Sundays), to commence walk at
10.15am. If wishing to participate it
would be most helpful to inform the
leaders, preferably by email
jcox.editproof@ntlworld.com or
01438 241043.

Well-behaved dogs welcome.

Any Government requirements will be
observed. If a limit of 30 persons still
applies and your enthusiasm and a
forecast of a beautiful Summer’s day,
leads to more than 30, John will lead
a front group, Margaret following with
a second.

Friday Afternoon
Walks

No need to book.
Group Contact:
William Armitage 01462 643537;
earlymorningwalks@lalg.org.uk

Friday 25 June, 2pm

Mobile on the day 07710 400097.

Please get in touch for
details of the location
and to book a place on this circular
walk lasting 60 minutes.

Group contacts: Anthony and Mary
Wakeman 01462 337588;
tonywakeman@aol.com

Group Contact:
Marian Cowdrey 07854 678952;
fridaypmwalks@lalg.org.uk

lalg.org.uk/alternativeramblers

lalg.org.uk/fridaypmwalks

Dog-Friendly
Walking
Wednesdays 9 and
23 June, 10am
Please contact
Marian Cowdrey for details of the
location and to book a place on this
circular off-road walk.

London Walks
No walks are planned
at the moment.

Group Contact:
Marian Cowdrey 07854 678952;
dogwalking@lalg.org.uk

Group Contact:
Peter Briercliffe
01462 637349 or 07760474926;
LondonWalks@lalg.org.uk

lalg.org.uk/dogwalking

lalg.org.uk/LondonWalks
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Long Distance
Walkers

Midweek
Walkers

Sunday 13 June, 9.30am
Kimbolton and Grafham
Water

We have no firm
plans at the moment, but please do
check our web page for the latest
information.

This 12-mile walk starts in the attractive
village of Kimbolton, home of Kimbolton
Castle (now a private school). It can be
split into a morning or afternoon walk for
anyone that does not wish to complete
the whole walk.

Park in the High Street near the post
office (PE28 0HB, TL099677) to start
the walk at 10am. The morning walk
goes south and west of the town using
footpaths and tracks.
We return to Kimbolton and take routes
north and east towards Grafham Water.
Keen bird-watchers might want to bring
their binoculars.

Book with leader: Kate Thompson,
01462 621248; 07989 826440;
katethompson1834@gmail.com.
Group Contact:
Mia Matheson 01462 490070;
longdistancewalkers@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/longdistancewalkers

Midweek Amblers/
Ramblers
We hope to restart walks
at short notice, as soon as
the restrictions are
relaxed. Please contact Carol if you
would like to be added to our email
list to receive the latest information.

lalg.org.uk/midweekwalkers

Nordic Walking
This popular walking
group is now full, but
happy to put people
on our waiting list.
Those on the waiting list can still
come along for a taster session and
instruction on the Nordic walking
technique.
Group Contact:
Christina Butterworth
01462 634437;
nordicwalking@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/nordicwalking

Slower Walkers
We propose to walk on
Wednesday 23 June.
The group will be
emailed once all details
are finalised.

Group Contact:
Charlie Sams 01438 359026;
slowerwalkers@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/slowerwalkers

Walking Buddies
Meetings are currently
suspended.

Group Contact:
Carol Stokes 01438 353666;
midweekambleramble@lalg.org.uk

Group Contact:
Annie Hankin 01462 685511;
walkingbuddies@lalg.org.uk

lalg.org.uk/midweekambleramble

lalg.org.uk/walkingbuddies
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Full

Bring food and drink for the day,
although there are refreshment
opportunities in Kimbolton, either at
lunchtime or at the end of the walk.

Group Contact:
Jess Peyton Jones 01462 458397;
midweekwalkers@lalg.org.uk

Weekend Strollers

Sunday
Ramblers

Saturday 12 June,
10.30am

Sunday 6 June

Meet at Ickleford Green
next to the church.

Meet at the Arena car
park in Letchworth to
leave at 9.30am.
An easy, 7-8-mile, fairly level walk on
quiet roads, tracks and fields from the
High Street car park at Buntingford.
Car park entrance is off Bowling Green
Lane, SG9 9DF and is free on
Sundays.

We do not walk fast or far, no more
than 3 miles. Walks are followed by
coffee. If wet, more coffee, less walk!
No booking required. Subject to
government rules we may walk in
groups of 6.

Group Contact: William Armitage
weekendstrollers@lalg.org.uk

First to St Bartholomew’s Church,
Wyddial, Beauchamps and back to the
Causeway, approximately 5 miles.

lalg.org.uk/weekendstrollers

Where the extension leaves the main
walk, the route back to
St Bartholomew’s Church and the
Causeway is really obvious.

Wild Walks
Mostly
Mountainous

The extension to Alswick Hall and
Owles Hall adds another 2-3-miles.
There are cafes, pubs and an attractive
park in Buntingford.
Bring a packed lunch.
Walk leader:
Alison 01462 683911;
07487 270648
Group Contact:
Robin Edmett 01462 636085;
sundayramblers@lalg.org.uk

Thursday 24 June,
8pm

The Garden City Brewery, The Wynd
We have resumed our monthly social
evenings. Hopefully a topic of the
evening will be a trip away, so watch
this space! Also watch the website.
Group Contact:
Sheila George 07807 827490;
wildwalks@lalg.org.uk
lalg.org.uk/wildwalks

lalg.org.uk/sundayramblers

The Greenway
Letchworth’s 13.6-mile
Greenway is perfect
for short or longer
walks and cycle rides
for all the family.

Slow Ways
Slow Ways is a
community-interest
project creating a network
of walking routes to connect all of
Great Britain’s towns and cities using
existing footpaths.

Please help to take care of this
wonderful local asset by clearing up
after your dog and taking any rubbish
home with you.

For more information please see:
slowways.uk

www.greenway.org.uk
response@letchworth.com
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Linked Organisations
Baldock Folk Club
Wednesdays: 30 June,
14 and 28 July, 7.30pm
Orange Tree Pub, Baldock.
Free admission, but donations to
performers are welcome.
For information contact:

Letchworth
Centre for
Healthy Living
Complementary therapies,
counselling, plus new classes and
workshops – all in the latest
brochure.
01462 678804; or book online
www.letchworthcentre.org

Brian Burke 07768 274037

Broadway Gallery
Please check our
website for opening hours.

Letchworth District
Gardeners Assn
Meetings suspended.

Our priority is the safety of visitors,
staff and artists.

Memberships available.

01462 476110
www.broadway-letchworth.com/
studio-gallery

enquiries@ldga.org.uk
Or visit ldga.org.uk

Forty Plus Cycling Club
Every Thursday, 10.30am
A 25-40-mile ride every
Thursday to a café or pub lunch, on
mainly quiet lanes. We welcome
cyclists of all ages and experience.
Stuart Collins 07710 507069;
stuartcollins2016@gmail.com
Geoff Perry 07770 600370;
geoff_perry240545@hotmail.com

Trading Store open as usual.

Letchworth
Educational
Settlement
Please see our website
for details of our
courses, events and
other news.
www.letchworthsettlement.org.uk

Letchworth Film Club
Sunday 6 June, 7.45pm
Broadway Cinema
3 Faces (15) Iran, 2018, dir: Jafar
Panahi.
Three actresses at different stages of
their career. One from before the
1979 Islamic Revolution, one a
popular star of today known
throughout the country and a young
girl longing to attend a drama
conservatory.

Group Contact:
Peter H Griffiths 01462 671679
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Letchworth
Garden City
Society

Letchworth Scale
Model Club

Monday 8 November 2021, 7.30pm
Brunt Room, The Settlement
“Innate Bohemians”: Arts & Crafts in
the early Garden City, by Ros Allwood.
£5 or £4 for LGCS or LALG members.
Philippa Parker 01462 686828;
philippaclare@me.com
lgcs.org.uk

Check with contact first.
Rod Johnson 01438 814225;
letchworthsmc.yolasite.com

Letchworth
Sustainability
Forum

Letchworth Jazz
Appreciation Society

We are developing ways to help
low-income families save money and
cut both costs and carbon footprint.
If you have relevant expertise to
share, please contact us at:

Conservative Club,
Birds Hill, Letchworth,
SG6 1PH
For details of forthcoming
events, contact:

info@sustainableletchworth.org.uk

Bernard Pritchard 01763 248421;
www.letchworthjazz.org.uk

Lordship
Theatregoers

Letchworth
Model Railway
Society

Welcome Back!
We have a wide
range of tickets for
West End & Milton Keynes Theatres
from July onwards including all the big
new musicals.

Meetings are
currently suspended due to social
distancing rules.

We purchase tickets at group rates
and sell them on to our members with
information about trains and car
parking. No travel arrangements are
included. For our latest list or to join
our group, please email:
cliveroylance@icloud.com

secretary@letchworthmrs.org.uk
or visit www.letchworthmrs.org.uk

Letchworth Natural
History Society
Our programme of Friday
evening strolls is now
underway, but we regret that only LNH
Society members may participate at
the moment. We will open them to
others as soon as possible.
Contact:
Pat Robinson 01438 515026;
patrobinson759@btinternet.com

Normally at:
The Club Room,
Icknield Centre,
Icknield Way, SG6 1EF

On Facebook: Lordship Theatregoers.

Men in Sheds
Meetings will recommence
when government
guidance allows.
Contact: Peter Hill 07941 889066;
letchworthmeninsheds@gmail.com
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Spinners,
Weavers & Dyers

North Herts Speakers
Normally first and third
Wednesdays 7.30-9pm at
the Sun Hotel, Hitchin.
Check with contact first.
Visitors free. Free parking behind
hotel after 6pm.

Please get in touch to
find out about future
meetings of this group.
craftingtogether@gmail.com

Contact:
John Kendall 01462 684036;
www.northhertsspeakers.org

www.craftingtogether.wordpress.com

Transition Town
Letchworth

North Herts 50+
Tuesday 15 June, 2pm

TTL’s thermal imaging
camera (funded by the
Heritage Foundation) can
detect heat loss from your home,
helping you to reduce your
energy bills.
Email us to borrow the camera.

Pauline Stepney, who
runs the support group for
Legacy of Windrush Descendants
based in Bedford, has agreed to give
a talk to our group on this subject.
Contact: Sheila 01462 743578;
nh50plus@gmail.com
www.nh50plus.com

ttletchworth@gmail.com
www.transitionletchworth.org

Rainmakers
International
Folk Dance Group

Willian Bowls
Club Letchworth

Please get in touch
for details of future
meetings.

We will recommence
when government
guidance allows.

Contact:
Mark 01462 454210;
www.rainmakers.org.uk

David 01462 642790;
www.willianbowlsclub.org

Ramrugge
Clog Morris

Linked Organisations are local groups

Normally at
Gt Wymondley
Village Hall, SG4 7ET
New members, dancers or musicians
welcome. Check dates with:
Cherry Carter 01438 724919;
cherryandderek@gmail.com
www.ramrugge.org.uk

that offer
benefits to LALG members.
For a full list please visit
www.lalg.org.uk/LinkedOrgs
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Advertisement

General Information
Chair:
Elaine Fox
Secretary:
Marian Adams
Membership:
Jackie Harber
Treasurer:
Alan Higbey
Publicity:
Data Protection
Officer: Elaine Fox
Safeguarding:
Steve Green
Diversity Officer: Velma Burton
Newsletter Editors:
Website Editors:

(01462 735642)
(01462 683898)
(07578 466982)
(07540 618175)

chair@lalg.org.uk
secretary@lalg.org.uk
membership@lalg.org.uk
treasurer@lalg.org.uk
publicity@lalg.org.uk

(01462 735642)
(07710 542803)
(07940 062294)

dpo@lalg.org.uk
safeguarding@lalg.org.uk
diversity@lalg.org.uk
newsletter@lalg.org.uk
website@lalg.org.uk

Please send your entries to
newsletter@lalg.org.uk
All emails are acknowledged. If
you do not hear anything,
please chase us.

From the Editors
The editor of this edition was
Lynne Peck.
The editor for the July edition will
be Graham Taylor.

Please send your entry as soon
as possible, don’t wait until the
deadline. Suggestion: set a
reminder for the 1st of each
month. Thank you!

Please send repeat entries by
Thursday 10 June and
anything unusual or long by
Saturday 5 June.
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NEW MEMBERSHIP OF LALG

New annual
membership

Enquiries: Jackie Harber 07578 466982;
or membership@lalg.org.uk

Membership is for one year from when you join.

Please join online at lalg.org.uk/join

There are a couple of short videos there to help you.
If you are unable to join online, or pay by bank transfer, please contact the
membership team on 07578 466982 or membership@lalg.org.uk.
If you pay by bank transfer, please complete this form
We will use this information for administration purposes and not pass it to others.
Names of all adult household members
joining LALG

Email address
(essential for online newsletter)

Address: ............................................................................................................
Town: .................................................... Postcode: .........................................
Phone numbers: ...............................................................................................
Please tick ONE option for newsletter delivery:
£14 for PRINTED copy only

£10 for ONLINE copy only
(please provide an email address)

£14 for PRINTED copy and ONLINE copy

I/we agree to receive information about LALG and other events which
might be of interest.
I/we have made a bank transfer to:
Account name: Letchworth Arts & Leisure Group
Sort code: 30-65-22 Account number: 75 32 89 68
Reference: our household surname(s)
After making the bank transfer, please take or send this form to:
Letchworth Arts & Leisure Group, c/o David's Bookshop, 14 Eastcheap,
Letchworth SG6 3DE.
We will reply within 3 weeks.
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