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  é and a Happy New Year! 

As 2022 rolls in, what challenges 
will you set for yourself? 

If you are looking to improve your 
fitness, LALG has badminton, 
cycling, golf, short tennis, table 
tennis and lots of walking groups. 

Maybe you want to learn a new 
hobby or skill? Turn to our crafts 
and gardening section on page 
13 for some ideas. 

Or if you would rather snuggle up 
with a good book, play board 
games or take part in a quiz, 
there are lots more ideas waiting 
for you in this newsletter! 

To join any of our groups you should be a member of LALG 

 

 

 

 
 

December 2021/ January 2022 

 FB.com/LALGLetchworth                  
LALG.org.uk 

instagram.com/LALGLetchworth  

. 
     Merry Christmas ... 

We wish you peace and joy 
during the Christmas season, 
whatever language you speak! 

The messages above represent 
all the language groups within 
LALG: Dutch, French, German, 
Italian, Latin, Russian, Spanish 
and Welsh. 

These groups meet online, in a 
caf® or pub, in a hired space or 
at each otherôs homes. 

If you want to brush up your 
conversation skills in one of 
these languages, turn to pages 
26 to 28 and get in touch.  
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From the Editors 

The editor of this edition was 
Geoff Chapman. 

The editor for the February 
edition will be Lynne Peck. 

Please send repeat entries by 
Monday 10 January and 
anything unusual or long by 
Wednesday 5 January. 
 

Please send your entries to 

newsletter@lalg.org.uk  

All emails are acknowledged. If you 

do not hear anything,  

please chase us. 

Please send your entry as soon 

as possible, donôt wait until the 

deadline. Suggestion: set a 

reminder for the 1st of each 

month. Thank you! 

Chair:   Elaine Fox 01462 735642 chair@lalg.org.uk 

Vice Chair:   George Barnes 01462 673710 vicechair@lalg.org.uk 

Secretary: Marian Adams  01462 683898 secretary@lalg.org.uk 

Membership: Jackie Harber 07578 466982 membership@lalg.org.uk 

Treasurer: Alan Higbey  07540 618175 treasurer@lalg.org.uk 

Publicity:           vacant  publicity@lalg.org.uk 

Data Protection    

               Officer: Elaine Fox 01462 735642 dpo@lalg.org.uk 

Safeguarding:  Steve Green  07710 542803 safeguarding@lalg.org.uk 

Diversity Officer: Aman Dhillon  07535 019267  diversity@lalg.org.uk 

Newsletter Editors:  newsletter@lalg.org.uk 

Website Editors:   website@lalg.org.uk 

Letter from the 
Chair of LALG 

Christmas is coming!     
I wish you and all your 
family and friends a 
good one, free from 
restrictions and able to 

celebrate with each other at this special 
time. 

If you are looking to shop local donôt 
forget that we have a range of 
businesses that offer a discount to 
Members. 

December is also renewal time for 

many of us. To help us, please renew 
online or by phone as soon as you are 
able. They have a lot to process before 
Christmas. Donôt forget that we are 
spreading next yearôs renewals by 
extending membership based on how 
long you have been with us. Your 
2022/23 renewal date will be shown on 
your membership card. 

It has been another challenging year, 
but I hope the end of Covid is now on 
the horizon. In the meanwhile, LALG 
will continue to provide opportunities for 
friendship, stimulation and fun. I hope 
you will remain with us for the ride! 

Elaine Fox 

USED POSTAGE STAMPS 

Any used postage stamps are still being collected for our local 
Hospice and animal charities / rehoming centres. 

Thank you. Please contact Jane on 01462 339338. 
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 Trips and Events  

Monthly Quiz  

A fun, general knowledge 
quiz: questions are posted 
on the LALG website then 
you email your answers. 
You can take part on your own or get 
together with others.  

Teams must be no more than six 
people, either in one place or 
collaborating with other households 
via phone/Zoom/Skype etc. Both 
members and non-members are 
welcome; being on holiday is no 
excuse not to join in! It would help the 
Hosts if you would register your team 
in advance LALGQuiz@outlook.com 

There is no entry fee and no prizes 
other than kudos ï follow the link 
below for details.  

Wednesday 29 December, 6.45 for 
7pm  *** Note this is a Wednesday, 
not our usual Saturday *** 

Your host tonight: the STOTS Quiz 
Team.  

Saturday 29 January, 6.45 for 7pm 

Your hosts tonight: Carol and Derek. 

Group Contact:  Ann 
monthlyquiz@lalg.org.uk 

lalg.org.uk/monthlyquiz 

Sports Fixtures 
and Events 

Sunday 6 February 
Arsenal Women v 
Manchester United Women in the FA 
WSL. 

Kick off 3pm. Cost Ã8 (Ã4 over 65s).  

We will leave Letchworth at 1pm to 
allow time to park and walk to the 
ground if the match is played at 
Boreham Wood. If it is transferred to 
the Emirates we will get the train.  

Contact Steve by Monday 24 January 
if attending. 

Friday 11 March                                 
Bedford Blues v Coventry in the 
Rugby Championship. 

Kick off 7.45pm. Cost Ã18 ground 
entry (online only).  

We will leave Letchworth at 5pm, to 
allow time to get some food before the 
game.  

Contact Steve by Friday 4 March if 
attending. 

Group Contact:  
Steve Green  07710 542803;  
sportsfixtures_events@lalg.org.uk  

lalg.org.uk/sportsfixtures_events  
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 Trips and Events  

Meetings are Ã3 for LALG members, 
Ã5 non-members.  Tea/coffee is 
available before the talks begin, Ã1 
per mug.  

Payment is by CASH ONLY. Please 
wear a mask or visor when you enter 
the room.  

Monday 6 December, 10.15 for 
10.30am 

The first talk, Mrs Howard Memorial 
Hall, will be given by Bobby Singh, 
Hall manager. This will be followed by 
Hitchin ï a Market Town Through 
the Years. Tom Hardy, Town Centre 
Manager, and others will give light-
hearted talks describing how the town 
has changed over the decades.  

Monday 10 January, 10.15 for 
10.30am 

Our first speaker is Graham Fisher, 
Chief Executive of the Heritage 
Foundation. His talk is titled Ensuring 
the Future. The second speaker is 
Eric McLaughlin, who will describe the 
History of Hatfield House and its 
Old Palace. 

Monday 7 February, 10.15 for 
10.30am 

Rosemary Read will speak about the 
LALG group, London Villages: 16 
years and counting. She will be 
followed by our main speaker, 
Richard Harbon, who will tell us about 
his experiences in Iraq: Policing 
Basra. 

Contact:  
membersmeetings@lalg.org.uk 

lalg.org.uk/membersmeetings  

Membersô Open  
Morning Meetings 

Letchworth Settlement,  
Nevells Road, SG6 4UB  

London Places 

Tuesday 7 December 

A trip to the London 
Transport Museum depot at Acton 
has been organised and details are 
on the website. If you want to hear 
about future trips, please email the 
group contacts to be added to the 
email list.  

Group Contacts:  
Elaine Fox/ Tony Kuczys   
01462 735642;  
London_Places@lalg.org.uk  

lalg.org.uk/London_Places  

Cambridge Capers 

Saturday 11 December 

A visit to Cambridge 
Christmas Market. 

This is not a 'led activity' but it will be 
nice to go as a group or several 
smaller groups.  We will go by train, 
meeting at Cambridge station at 
10.15am: first stop is coffee! 

For more details, see our webpage or 
get in touch: 

Group Contact:                                 
Anne Sparrowhawk  07711 145736; 
capers@lalg.org.uk 

lalg.org.uk/capers 

London Villages 

We have had a very encouraging 
response to our appeal for new 
leaders, and are working on our 
walks programme for 2022-23, 
which we plan to start in March/
April. Thanks to all who have 
volunteered.  

Group Contact:  
Rosemary Read 01462 450494;  
londonvillages@lalg.org.uk    

 lalg.org.uk/londonvillages 

http://lalg.org.uk/londonvillages
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Monday to Friday 
Group 

Wednesday 15 
December  

Wimpole Hall Winter Lights 

Join us to experience the magic of a 
brand new after-dark illuminated trail 
through Wimpole Hallôs festive 
gardens. Twinkling lights and 
seasonal sounds will fill the air as you 
discover sparkling tunnels of light, 
walk under giant baubles and beneath 
trees drenched in jewel-like colour. As 
you pause at mesmerising flickering 
flames in the fire garden and gaze at 
the specially chosen illuminations you 
may even catch a glimpse of Father 
Christmas. Independent food vendors 
will provide warming food and drinks 
along the way. 

The cost will be Ã30 (no reduction for 
NT members).  The coach will leave 
Letchworth (outside the station) at 
4.30pm and Baldock (Market Place, 
bus stop C) at 4.45pm. We expect to 
be leaving Wimpole around 7.30pm.   

To book please phone Susan Mellor 
on 01462 456486 from 9.30am on 
Wednesday 1 December. Tickets are 
limited to allow plenty of space on the 
coach.   

Please note that answerphone 
bookings cannot be accepted and that 
all cheques should be made payable 
to Monday to Friday Group. 

mondaytofriday@lalg.org.uk 
lalg.org.uk/mondaytofriday 

 

Train Buddies 

Thursday 6 January, 11am 

Broadway Hotel, Letchworth  

We have now completed our reduced 
programme of days out to popular 
destinations by train for 2021. We will 
be planning our programme for 2022. 

Group Contact:  
Geoff Morse  07714 503671;  
trainbuddies@lalg.org.uk  

lalg.org.uk/trainbuddies  

Visiting Churches 

Saturday 4 December, 
3.30pm 

Sing Carols by Candlelight 

Come along and sing carols 
accompanied by a harmonium 
in the candlelit church of St 
Mary Magdalene, Caldecote 
(near Ashwell). These will be 
interspersed with a few wintery and 
Christmassy readings plus of course 
mince pies and mulled wine/fruit 
juice. Full details including booking 
information are given at the website 
address below. 

Please note this is a social event, 
not a church service. 

Group Contact: Ann 
visitingchurches@lalg.org.uk 

lalg.org.uk/visitingchurches 

Self-Expression Through Drama Workshop 

Tuesday 14 December, 7.30-9pm                                          
Mrs Howard Hall   

A free taster session for LALG members only. 

Increase your physical and emotional well-being through playful and fun drama 
games and activities. Ability to laugh it off if things go wrong and have fun in the 
process. Unfortunately we are unable to accept children at this workshop.  

To book contact Emma Love on 07767 416010 or love.drama@icloud.com. 
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LALG Social Team 

The LALG Social Team organises social events during the year plus the 
Membersô Monday Meetings. The Team needs another couple of people and 
some new ideas so please get in touch if youôd like to join us ï being the Social 
Team we are very friendly! And you donôt have to go to every event we organise 
so donôt worry about having to do something youôre not interested in or donôt 
have time for. 

Please email Ann (SocialTeam@lalg.org.uk) if you are interested in helping out. 

Feature ï Crime and Murder Mystery Book Group 

Of the 101 books that we have read since the Crime and 
Murder Mystery book group started, back in October 2012, 
these are probably our top ten (in no particular order!): 

1. The Big Sleep by Raymond Chandler 

2. Jar City by Arnaldur  IndriĽason  

3. The Pledge by Friedrich D¿rrenmatt  

4. Echo Park by Michael Connelly (almost any book from his 
Harry Bosch series) 

5. Norwegian by Night by Derek B. Miller 

6. American by Day by Derek B. Miller 

7. The Strange Death of Fiona Griffiths by Harry Bingham 

8. The Murder of Roger Ackroyd by Agatha Christie 

9. Dissolution (the first Shardlake) by CJ Sansom 

10. The Crossing Places by Ellly Griffiths 

We have read a wide range of crime novels and, interestingly, those by the more 
famous authors often arenôt as good as those by less well-known writers.  

We have picked the bones out of many crime novels and have read several that 
needed a good editor. It is a popular genre, but goodness there are some bad 
novels out there! 

Our five key bugbears are: 

1. Obvious plot holes (please re-read your work before handing it in!) 

2. Too much detail, demonstrating the copious research done by the author (no 
need to show your work) 

3. A cast of unpleasant characters, including the hero (leaves us no-one to root for 
apart from the corpse) 

4. Detectives with an, often unnamed, ótragedyô in their past or the maverick 
detective (too much of a clich® and gets in the way of the plot) 

5. A baddie (or goodie) with access to endless resources: money, weapons, 
special forces training (often obscures poor plotting) 
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Looking at Asia  

Our next meeting in February will be: 

From Asia to England 

Did you and your family move to 
England from Asia? Then we would 
like you to share your story ï the life 
you left behind and arriving in a very 
different world. Or just come along 
and listen. 

Interested? Please get in touch:  

Aman Dhillon   

akaurdhillon@gmail.com 

New Ideas 

Art Workshop 

This is likely to be a 
daytime group where 
members can unleash 
their hidden talents. It will 
be led by Marjorie who believes we 
all have artistic potential. 

If you are interested please contact:  

Group Contact: Marjorie Allworth 
newgroups@lalg.org.uk 

Cocktails 

A cocktail is a mixed drink 
typically made with a 
distilled liquor mixed with 
other ingredients; also 
liqueurs, wine, or even beer. 

This group could be run on similar 
lines to the wine groups, perhaps 
meeting six times a year. 

We will be meeting in February. 

If you are interested please contact:  

William, 01462 643537 or 
armitagewilliam@hotmail.co.uk  

Geology 

We could start by looking at the 
geology of North Herts. Geology 
studies the processes that have 
shaped the earth over its 4,500 
million year history; concerned with 
solid earth, the rocks of which it is 
composed, and the processes by 
which they change. 

We aim to start in February. 

If you are interested please contact:  

William, 01462 643537 or 
armitagewilliam@hotmail.co.uk  

Or leave your details at Davidôs 
bookshop. 

Languages (Conversational) 

We have numerous language groups 
but we could have more, such as 
Danish, Polish, Modern Greek, 
Hebrew, Portuguese or your 
suggestion.  

With at least three people will can 
guarantee to make a start.  

If you are interested please contact:  

William, 01462 643537 or 
armitagewilliam@hotmail.co.uk.  

More Ideas 

Thank you to everyone who has 
come up with ideas for new groups 
and activities this year. With your 
help we have launched a bike 
workshop, a ceramics session, 
immersive theatre, board games, 
open water swimming, and several 
more arts, books, social and walking 
groups. 

Now we need more ideas for 2022! 

Please get in touch with your 
suggestions: 

William Armitage  01462 643537; 
newgroups@lalg.org.uk 
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Countryside, Nature, Farming 
and Wildlife 

Thursday 6 January, 7.30pm  

We will be discussing the role of small 
farms and specialised farming such 
as growing flowers or free range 
chickens, maybe on the Letchworth 
Estate. Meeting will be held at          
the organiserôs home in Letchworth. 

Contact Sue Lines on 01462 485266 
if you intend to come. 

William Armitage  01462 643537;  
armitagewilliam@hotmail.co.uk 

Open Water 
Swimming  

A full risk assessment 
and Swimmers Guidance Document 
have been sent to our Insurance 
company. This is the last hoop we 
have to jump through before we can 
plan sessions in 2022 with some 
certainty.  

Hopefully, more information in the 
February newsletter, and we may be 
able to plan our schedule for the 
warmer months of 2022.   

Acting Group Contact:  
Steve Green  07710 542803; 

tosh1966@hotmail.com  

Cribbage 

Tuesdays 7 December 
and 4 January,         
2pm-4pm 

Fridays 17 December and              
21 January,  7pm-9pm 

All in the Orchard Caf® at Letchworth 
Sports and Tennis Club.  

If you are interested in playing, 
please contact Steve.  

Acting Group Contact:  
Steve Green  07710 542803;   

tosh1966@hotmail.com  

Trial Groups 

Baking Group ï 
Evenings 

Thursday 6 January, 
7.30pm                             
Davidôs Bookshop 

Breads 

Bring your own creation or your 
favourite bought loaf. 

William, 01462 643537 or 
armitagewilliam@hotmail.co.uk  

All Things Scottish 

We have discovered that 
Scottish Country Dancing 
is held normally on 
Mondays, 8-10pm at the Scout Hut, 
Spring Road, Letchworth. Contact 
Margaret on 01462 679112. 

Ceilidhs are held regularly at            
St. Maryôs Church Hall, Baldock. 
Contact Allan Creamer on 01582 
724261. 

If you have any suggestions on 
aspects of Scottish life from the 
Shetlands to the Borders, please 
contact: 

Group Contact:  
Joyce Henderson  01462 420342 

Ireland and the 
Irish Language 

Irish Literature Giants, 
including Jonathan Swift, Oscar Wilde 
and James Joyce will be our topic for 
our next meeting in February.  

If you would like to join this group, 
please get in touch: 

William Armitage  01462 643537; 
armitagewilliam@hotmail.co.uk 
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Arts and Books 

British History 
Reading Group 

Thursday 16 December, 
7.30pm 

Broadway Hotel Bar 

1688: Revolution in the Family  
by Henri and Barbara van der Zee  

Thursday 27 January, 7.30pm 

Broadway Hotel Bar 

The Song of Simon de Montfort - 
England's First Revolutionary by 
Sophie Therese Ambler  

Group Contact:  
Don Dowling  01462 678934; 
britishhistory@lalg.org.uk  

lalg.org.uk/britishhistory  

Art Appreciation 

Over the winter we will look 
at the work of American 
artists. 

We will take turns to choose and 
research an artist and then tell the 
rest of the group about him or her. We 
also hope to visit exhibitions.  

If you would like to join us, or want 
more information including details of 
dates and venue, please get in touch: 

Group Contact:  
Anne Clarke 
artappreciation@lalg.org.uk 

lalg.org.uk/artappreciation 

Children's Books  

Tuesday 14 December, 
7.30pm 

The Christmasaurus by Tom Fletcher. 

Tuesday 18 January, 7.30pm 

The Bad Beginning: A Series of 
Unfortunate Events, Vol.1 by Lemony 
Snicket. 

We enjoy reading classic and 
current books aimed at children from 
picture books to teen fiction.  

We discuss the content, writing style 
and format and its relevance to the 
period it was written in. 

Group Contact: Jane Faulkner 
childrensbooks@lalg.org.uk  

lalg.org.uk/childrensbooks 

Crime and Murder 
Mystery Book Group 

No meeting in December. 

Monday 31 January, 7.30pm                                          
The Orchard Restaurant, 
Letchworth Sports and Tennis Club 

Death in the East by Abir Mukherjee 

Group Contact:  
Jenny Gosling  01462 895878; 
crimebookgroup@lalg.org.uk  

lalg.org.uk/crimebookgroup 

The Group Support Team (page 15) is 
looking for people who can help new 
groups to get started. You would only 
be asked to support groups that 
interest you. To find out more, please 
contact Jackie on 07970 407635 or 
email groupsupport@lalg.org.uk. 

Immersive Theatre 

We travel down to 
London one weekend 
per month to see the 
latest immersive theatre shows.  

See our webpage for more details. 

Group Contact: Andy Smith   
immersivetheatre@lalg.org.uk  

lalg.org.uk/immersivetheatre 
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Fairfield Book Group 

The first Thursday of 
every month at Fairfield 
Bowls Club, Kingsley 
Avenue SG5 4GY 

Thursday 2 December 

The Midnight Library by Matt Haig 

Thursday 6 January  

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott 

Thursday 3 February  

Becoming by Michelle Obama  

Ã2 per month covers hire costs of 
venue and books. Refreshments 
available from 7.15pm. 

Group Contact:  
Elaine Fox  01462 735642; 
fairfieldbookgroup@lalg.org.uk  

lalg.org.uk/fairfieldbookgroup  

Daytime Book  
Group 

The Orchard Restaurant, 
Letchworth Sports and 
Tennis Club, Muddy Lane, Letchworth 
SG5 3TB 

Monday 13 December, 2pm 

We will each select a seasonal 
reading. 

Monday 10 January, 2pm  

The Island of Missing Trees by Elif 
Shafak 

Please see the website for details of 
books we have read since 2013.  

Group Contact:  
Hazel Irwin  01462 730498; 
daytimebook@lalg.org.uk  

lalg.org.uk/daytimebook 

Film Appreciation 
(Discussion Group) 

Monday 6 December, 8pm 
at Peterôs house. 

We will discuss The French Dispatch 
(2021) dir. Wes Anderson. Currently 
available on general release. 

January Meeting 

At the time of going to press the film 
to be discussed and the date of the 
January meeting have not been 
agreed.   

Please contact Peter in early January 
for details. 

Group Contact:  
Peter Griffiths 01462 671679 
filmappreciation@lalg.org.uk  

lalg.org.uk/filmappreciation 

Opera and Ballet  
Group 

Tuesday 7 December, 7.15pm 

Letchworth Settlement 

In 2013, the centenary of Benjamin 
Brittenôs birth, experienced 
professional opera singers performed 
his opera Peter Grimes in an open-air 
staging on Aldeburgh beach, 
Aldeburgh being where Britten lived 
and where one can assume the opera 
is set. Filmed over three 
performances, we shall watch the 
main events of this very interesting, 
unique opera. 

Further details will be circulated to all 
on the Groupôs mailing list. Do contact 
John (see below) to be added to the 
list and receive these further details. 

Group Contact:  
John Cox  01438 241043;  
operagroup@lalg.org.uk  

lalg.org.uk/operagroup  
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Are you interested in  

a group thatôs full?  

Why not call and ask to  

go on their waiting list.  

Or if you would like us to  

start another one, contact:  

newgroups@lalg.org.uk  

Play Reading 1 

December: No meeting. 

Monday 17 January, 
1.30pm 

Collaborators by John Mortimer 

We are now meeting in person at Bob 
and Anneôs. Currently this group is full 
but you are welcome to add your 
name to our waiting list. 

Group Contact:  
Ann Gibson  01462 680995; 
playreading1@lalg.org.uk  

lalg.org.uk/playreading1 

F
u
l
l

 
Play Reading 2 

Wednesday 8 
December, 10am and  

Wednesday 12 
January,10am 

Broadway Hotel  Bar 

We are currently full but please get in 
touch to join our waiting list. 

Acting Group Contact:  
Jackie Sayers  07970 407635;  
playreading2@lalg.org.uk  

lalg.org.uk/playreading2  

F
u
l
l

 

Poetry in the 
Afternoon 

We meet at our homes to 
discuss a themed poem.  

Regrettably we cannot accept new 
members for the time being but 
please get in touch to go on our 
waiting list.  

Group Contact:  
Mike Mannion  01462 674580;  
poetryafternoon@lalg.org.uk  

lalg.org.uk/poetryafternoon 

F
u
l
l

 

Readersô Group 

Thursday 16 December  
Social Evening with Poetry 

Thursday 27 January                   
Three Things About Elsie by Joanna 
Cannon 

Thursday 24 February                        
Shuggie Bain by Douglas Stuart 

We meet at 7.45 for 8pm at  
Mrs Howard Memorial Hall, Norton 
Way South, Letchworth SG6 1NX 

We have a few spaces so do get in 
touch if you would like to join us. 

There is a charge to cover room hire 
and library fees (for the books). 

Group Contact:  
Megan Stacey  01462 683074;  
readersgroup@lalg.org.uk  

lalg.org.uk/readersgroup 

Poetry for Pleasure 

If you would like to join 
our waiting list, please  
get in touch.  

Group Contact:  
Diane Maybank  01462 459505; 
poetry@lalg.org.uk  

lalg.org.uk/poetry  

F
u
l
l

 


