
Understanding Maps



Purposes
What was a map made for?

What does the user want from it?



Walking 
Maps

A favourite:
OS 1:25000



Harvey’s 
strip map

(7 sections 
in total)

1:40,000



Trailblazer 
guide book

Maps are 
1:20,000



Wainwright 
guide book

Maps 
(at 1:30,000) 
Pictorial views



Legal:     Definitive Map of Rights of Way



At Sea:    Admiralty Chart



By Train



Street 
Maps



Site Plans



Political

European level



Political

Local level



Population    Global



Population

Local & Historical



Geological



Historical

Indian languages 1862



Land 
Ownership

Acreage 
and owner 
of each 
field

1:2500
OS pub. 
1962



OS Map   c.1870

Identifies each parcel 
of land, river, roads, 
etc.



Great North Road

Strip map 
(cf. the modern Harveys)

Note the “6 small Hills or 
Knolls” near Stevenage

c.1750



Other

Wildfires
August 
2025

(Still from 
video)



Hair colour in indigenous populations



Treat as 
works of 
art



Or just a bit of 
fun:

What do you get if you 
cross the London Tube 
Map with a Wainwright 
guide to the Lake District?



Ring a bell?


