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JOHN BUNYAN TRAIL WALK 
 
 

 
 
 
The John Bunyan trail is a circular trail which runs in a clockwise direction from north of Luton via 
Ampthill to just north of Bedford and returns through Bedford itself, Elstow (Bunyan’s birthplace) and 
Shefford. It is approx. 80 miles long and we intend to walk it in seven stages i.e. an average of 11 miles 
per stage, as follows:- 
 

Day 1  Sundon Hills Country Park to Westoning  10 miles (approx.) 
Day 2  Westoning to Ridgmont    14 miles (approx.) 
Day 3  Ridgmont to Wootton      9½ miles (approx.) 
Day 4  Wootton to Clapham    12½ miles (approx.) 
Day 5  Clapham to Haynes    11½ miles (approx.) 
Day 6  Haynes to Barton-le-Clay   12½ miles (approx.) 
Day 7  Barton-le-Clay to Sharpenhoe Clappers  10½ miles (approx.) 
 
Total miles (approx.)     80½ miles (approx.) 
 

Note: The full John Bunyan Trail involves walking the section from the Sundon Hills Country Park to the 
Sharpenhoe Clappers Country Park at both the beginning and end of the trail. This is not considered 
necessary to achieve the goal, but if people feel it is worthwhile it can be changed any time up to the 
start of Day 7. 
 
To complete this trail walk, the group will be split into sub-groups of four or five people including at least 
two drivers. Two drivers in each subgroup will then take all the members of the subgroup to the END 
point. One of the drivers will take all the subgroup to the START point. At the end of the walk the other 
driver will then take all the other members back to the START point to collect the remaining car and 
drive home. 
 
An overview map plus further details of each proposed leg are given on the following pages 
 
If there are any queries regarding the information in this document, please contact Geoff Morse on 
07714 503671. 
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Day 1  Sundon Hills Country Park to Westoning, Sampshill Road  12½ miles  
 
Suggested driving route to end point (15 miles) 
 
Drive to Hitchin and take the B655 to Barton-le-Clay. In Barton turn right along the old A6 and then left 
towards Sharpenhoe & Harlington. On entering Harlington turn right towards Westoning and Toddington. 
At the A5120 turn right towards Westoning. At the Chequers, turn right into Sampshill Road and park as 
near to the railway bridge as possible 
 
Suggested driving route from end point to start point (3 miles) 
 
Return to the A5120 and turn left. Outside the village, bear left towards Harlington and Barton. Just past 
the railway bridge turn right, signposted Sundon. Continue out of Harlington and the Country Park is on 
your left. 
 
Suggested driving route from start point to home (15 miles) 
 
Turn right outside the car park and drive to Harlington. At the cross roads in the middle of Harlington, 
turn right and follow the road to Barton. In Barton, turn right and almost immediately left to take the B655 
to Hitchin 
 
 

 

 

 
   

Sundon Hills Country Park  Westoning 
Grid ref: TL047 285 

Post code LU3 3PE (Hill Farm) 
 Grid ref: TL024 324 

Post code MK45 5LB 
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Walking directions (based on Scholl sponsorship leaflet) 
 
From the car park, the trail proceeds in an easterly direction toward the Clappers following waymarks 
marked lcknield Way. At the road, cross with care and go straight forward following IW markers, 
however where IW turns right carry straight on and into the beech wood. On the right you will see a 
memorial, the inscribed panel states how this beautiful spur of land was bequeathed to the National 
Trust. Now proceed forward to the front edge of the wood, which opens out into a panoramic vista, with 
Sharpenhoe below and Polloxhill water tower on the horizon. Go steadily down the steps and arrive at 
the road - turn left to the Lynmore PH, and take the RH bridleway opposite. This track goes to a new 
bridge, cross this and go forward a few yards to go through the LH hedge. Over the stile turn right, follow 
the hedge for a while then on to two stiles in front. Go diagonally right at the second stile to a gate in the 
corner, then on to Blackhill Lane, and into Pulloxhill and then turn left to Highambury, A signpost shows 
a left turn, take this to reach Sampshill, turn left, ignoring the RH signpost, but take the second path on 
the right, which will take you across a valley up to a high point. 
 
Before crossing a stile into the wood, looking back slightly left and you will see a decaying oak, with a 
sapling planted nearby. This is Bunyan’s Oak a spot where he often preached. Sadly this tree is out of 
bounds and riot on the right of way. 
 
To continue, cross the stile through to the bushes to the road, follow this into Harlington (ignoring 
Goswell End Road on the right). Over to your left are the very hills where this trail started. 
 
On reaching a RH bend go through the gate on the left and on to Harlington recreation ground, with the 
church of St. Mary on the right, noted for a Bunyan stained glass window, and an altar table supported 
by part of the Bunyan oak tree. 
 
From the church, proceed down to the War Memorial at the crossroads. To the left is the Carpenters 
Arms PH. To your right behind the brick wall is the manor house where Bunyan was arrested and sent 
to ¡ail. 
 
To continue, return along Church Road towards the church and round to the left passing the Vicarage, 
turning left at a path, Churchills. This takes us through houses and past a road (Foster Road), then on to 
Wingate Road. Turn right and head for the school. 
 
Francis Wingate lived at the manor arid was largely responsible for Bunyan‘s sentence. 
 
Pass the school and take the FP up through the school ground to a stile and turn left following 
vvaymarkers towards the railway, at the road go under the bridge and into Sampshill Road, Westoning. 
 
This is the end of the first day’s walk. 
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Day 2  Westoning, Sampshill Road to Ridgmont High Street  11½miles  

 
Suggest driving route to end point (21 miles) 
 
Drive to Shefford and turn left at the roundabout on the A507 towards Ampthill. Continue round the edge 
of Ampthill towards the M1. Just past the Flying Horse Farm, turn left to Ridgmont. Park on the High 
Street near the Rose and Crown pub. 
 
Suggested driving route from end point to start point Ridgmont to Westoning (6 miles) 
 
Head in a westerly direction towards Woburn and after the church and school turn left towards 
Eversholt. Turn left towards Steppingley, go under the M1and pass the left turn to Steppingley. At the T-
junction turn left towards Steppingley and Ampthill and immediately right towards the M1. Drive 
alongside the M1 to the A5120 junction and turn left towards Westoning. At the Chequers, turn right into 
Sampshill Road and park as near to the railway bridge as possible. 
 
Suggested driving route from start point to home (15 miles) 
 
Return to the A5120 and turn left. Outside the village, bear left towards Harlington and Barton. At the T-
junction in Harlington turn left towards Barton. In Barton, turn right and almost immediately left to take 
the B655 to Hitchin 
 

 

 

 
   

Westoning  Ridgmont 
Grid ref: TL024 324  

Post code MK45 5LB 
 Grid ref: SP977 362 

Post code MK43 0TY 
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Walking directions (based on Scholl sponsorship leaflet) 
 
Walk along Sampshill Road away from the railway bridge and towards the A5120. Cross the busy road 
with care, pass the Chequers PH on your left and proceed down Church Road to the church. At the very 
end turn left towards Manor Farm and through a gate in the RH fence. Follow the fence to the next gate, 
go through, then turn right down to conifers and over a stile and bridge across the River Flit arid on 
through Priestley Farm and Shop. Keep straight forward to a road, cross over this and a stile into 
grassland and forward to a cross path. Ignore this and go over a stile to your left and diagonally left to a 
stile in the far LH corner. Once over, follow the headland to a signpost. Go right then left at Park Farm, 
walk down a long drive to Steppingley. When you reach the road go right for 300 yds to a bridleway on 
your right and up a slope to a marker post. Turn left, at the next post turn right to a lane. Then left to 
Steppingley Road, Flitwick. 
 
Cross with care arid go down Windmill Road under the bridge to a chip shop, turn right passing the 
Blackbìrds PH then turn left opposite the Wheatsheaf PH, into The Ridgeway, bearing left at the end, 
This takes you out of Flitwick and to Maulden Road. Turn left at the main road (A507), cross over 
carefully to a small gate. Carry on to a football field and onto Abbey Lane. Emerge from football field 
onto Abbey Lane and follow round into Oliver Street and Willow Way. Continue to the end of Willow Way 
to Neotsbury Road. Turn right and immediately left into Dukes Road and then right into Cornwall Road, 
turn left at the end into Saunders Piece. Cross the road, pass Lea Road and take the path between the 
houses on the right, Kings Arms Path, this takes you onto Ampthill Market Square. Turn right up Church 
Street, passing the church and take the third turning on the left up Gas House Lane. As you approach 
the farmhouse, take a track to the right as displayed on a yellow route marker to pass the farmhouse on 
its right. At the top of the hill take the path straight on with the reservoir on the right, turning left at the 
end of the field and exiting the field after about 20 yards. Turn left on the concrete path and bear right 
with the path. Bear right at the end and you can see Houghton House. After a visit to Houghton House 
retrace your steps back to the Greensand Ridge Walk (GRW), turn right and follow signs into Ampthill 
Park. On entering the park take the path straight ahead until you come out of the trees. Continue on 
passing two monuments. 
 
Note the monument to Katherine of Aragon, she was held in a castle here. Note the valley to the north of 
Millbrook Church, though: to be Bunyan’s Valley of the Shadow of Death. 
 
The trail follows GRW till it crosses the M1, but because the A507 is now a much busier/faster road 
since the Ridgmont bypass has been built, the GRW has been re-routed to cross the M1 over a bridge 
over the new bypass instead of crossing it at Flying Horse Farm and these notes attempt to reflect this.  
At the end of Ampthill Park pass through a metal kissing gate, across a field and into some woodland. 
Walk down some steps, turn left for 55m and then turn right. Follow a narrow meandering path past 
Ossory Farm and on to St Michaels Church in Millbrook, taking the path with the church on the right. Go 
down the hill from the church and turn right into Sandhill Close. At the end of the road turn left into 
Station Road and at the bottom of the hill turn left through the Millbrook GRW car park. After about 
100m bear right with the path and continue along the path between the golf course and the Millbrook 
Proving Ground. Turn right and after about 200m turn left. After a further 500m turn left again and after a 
further 500m turn right. Follow the path through the woodland and pass Jackdaw House on your right. 
 
Continue to the road and go straight across to a path which reaches a road alongside Southview Farm. 
Turn left along the road and after 100m turn right into a field and head for the right hand edge of a 
copse. At the copse, turn left and head down the hill to Boughton End Farm. Turn right past the farm 
and then turn left to follow a long straight path to the A507. Take the path to the left to cross the A507 
and the M1. Take the on the left down to the field and cross it to the GRW sign in front of the cops. Turn 
right and follow the copse round to a path. Turn right up the path to the top and take the steps on the 
left. 
  
This is the end of Day 2 of the John Bunyan Trail walk. 
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Day 3  Ridgmont High Street to Wootton, Hall End Road  11 miles  

 
Suggest driving route to end point (21 miles) 
 
Take A507/A600 to Bedford southern bypass beyond Shortstown. At the roundabout over the bypass 
turn left along A421 towards Milton Keynes. Leave the bypass at the second exit (Marsh Leys Junction) 
signposted Northampton (A428). At the roundabout, take the second exit along Woburn Road towards 
Wootton. At the next roundabout take the first exit (left), then right at the next roundabout and drive up 
over the A421, across a roundabout and into Wootton. At the main road (Bedford Road/Cranfield Road) 
turn left and immediately right into Church Road. Park beyond Wootton Upper School on the straight 
road towards Hall End. 
 
Suggested driving route from end point to start point (9 miles) 
 
Return to Bedford Road in the middle of Wootton and turn right. In Upper Shelton turn left towards 
Lower Shelton. At the end of the road turn right and drive alongside the A421 to the new roundabout. 
(Drive along this section of road with care since it is a new but single track road with passing 
places. However, you have priority at all passing places). At the roundabout take the first exit 
signposted Milton Keynes to cross the new A421 and then straight across the next roundabout. Turn 
right at the roundabout which immediately follows these two to travel along the old A421 towards 
Brogborough. At the traffic lights after Brogborough turn left along the A507 towards Ampthill, over the 
next roundabout and right at the next, direction Woburn A4012. At junction just after passing under the 
M1, turn left towards Ridgmont. Continue up the hill into Ridgmont, turn left at junction and park near the 
Rose and Crown pub. 
 
Suggested driving route from start point to home (21 miles) 
 
Leave Ridgmont in an easterly direction and return home via the A507 to Ampthill, Shefford and 
Letchworth. 
 

 

 

 
   

Ridgmont  Wootton 
Grid ref: SP977 362  

Post code MK43 0TY 
 Grid ref: TL000 453 

Post code MK43 9HT 
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Walking directions (based on Scholl sponsorship leaflet) 
 
From the Rose and Crown PH walk towards the church and take the steps to the right by the bus stop 
into Lydds Hill. Follow the path as it turns to the left, turn right where it joins the main road, and carry on 
out of the village, turning right at the T-junction with the A4012 and pass under the M1 bridge. Take the 
path to the right almost immediately after going under the motorway and cross the A507 via the 
footbridge. Turn right on a bridleway for 250 yards then left at a marker post to a path by a hedge, 
please keep this hedge on your right (do not stray!) to come to a railway bridge via a bend at the end of 
the field and passing in front of Brogborough Middle Farm. After crossing the bridge bear right off the 
metalled road and where three paths radiate take the left hand path. Almost immediately, the path forks. 
Take the left hand fork and go through the edge of the copse and up the hill towards a yellow marker 
post at the top of the hill. Continue along the path bearing left at the houses. Where the main track turns 
right take the footpath straight on and cross the sunken way. 
The sunken way was a conveyor belt system taking clay to Brogborough Brickworks from the pits. 
Continue along this footpath for a hundred yards or so until the old Bedford Road is reached. Cross the 
road with care and take the bridge over the new A421 Bedford road. Continue up the farm track passing 
Manor Farm Cottages, turning right with the track and then left at the corner of a wood. Continue along 
the edge of the field with the wood on the right, keeping straight on where the farm track crosses. At the 
clearing head for a gap in the row of trees and cross the edge of the field. Bear right at the end of this 
field and continue along the edge of the field reaching Wood End Farm. Go through the gate and head 
along the road towards Cranfield. Continue along this road (Court Road) passing the first group of 
houses back into open country until Cranfield proper is reached. Follow the bend to the left and reach 
the High Street with the Swan pub on the left. 
Bear right at the green before reaching the High Street, going down a path to the high street. Continue 
the length of the High Street, ignore the LH road (Mill Road) by the Co-op at the road junction and 
continue into Bedford Road. A bridleway opposite where Crane Way joins from the left by the shop is 
your route. This meets a road (Partridge Close), cross to a gate, when through go forward diagonally 
right to a distant corner gate, go through, You will see another gate in front, head for this, go through 
and turn right to a post then turn left to a farm track. Turn right into Roxhill Manor Farm, then left after 
about 80 yards, noting the yellow way marker on the right, to go through the yard and out onto a hard 
track, which takes you round to a lonely white cottage. To your right are some splendid views of Marston 
Vale. Proceed by turning left on this track by the white cottage, after a hundred yards or so turn right 
onto a bridleway that can be muddy. Follow this by the ditch, coming to a stile which you cross into 
grassland, Follow the hedge to two stiles, take the stile and bridge turning right, up the slope arid over to 
another stile. When over go forward slightly left to the end of a hedge in front and cross another stile 
onto a hard track and down to Hall End Road Wootton. 
John Bunyan was held overnight in a lock up which was in front of Wootton Church, unfortunately it no 
longer exists. 
This is the end of Day 3. 
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Day 4  Wootton, Hall End Road to Clapham, Old A6    11 miles  

 
Suggest driving route to end point (22 miles) 
 
Take A507/A600 to Bedford town centre. After the roundabout at St Johns, take the second exit and the 
left hand lane (but not the Bus Lane!!) signposted B531 Kempston and turn left. At the traffic lights turn 
right into Prebend Street and at the roundabout at the top of Prebend Street take the second exit - 
Kettering (A6). Turn right at the roundabout and drive past the station and at the double mini-roundabout 
continue straight on towards the A6 to Kettering. At the next roundabout turn left along the A6 and 
continue over the next roundabout. Leave the A6 at the next exit signposted Oakley/Clapham and at the 
exit roundabout take the first exit signposted Clapham. Pass over the A6 and take the Clapham exit at 
the next roundabout. Take the next exit on the right and park. 
 
Suggested driving route from end point to start point (9 miles) 
 
Turn left onto main road and take second exit at roundabout - A6 Bedford. Continue on the A6 at the 
first roundabout and turn right at the next roundabout, signposted Kempston (B531) into Shakespeare 
Road. At the double mini-roundabout go straight on, pass the station and bear left at the roundabout at 
the end of the road. At the next roundabout turn right into Prebend Street and at the traffic lights turn 
right ensuring you are in the right hand lane after turning. Continue along the B531 through 
Kempston and at the A5134 roundabout turn right towards Wootton. At the A428 roundabout go straight 
on still signposted Wootton. After about a mile, turn left continuing with the main road signposted 
Wootton/Cranfield. Negotiate a sharp bend to the right and just after entering Wootton take a right turn 
signposted Keely Lane as the road bends to the left. Pass the Legstraps pub on your right and continue 
along this road until you reach a turning to the left signposted Hall End/Wootton. Turn left and park on 
the road at the far end of the village. 
 
Suggested driving route from start point to home (21 miles) 
 
Return to Wootton village and at the junction turn left and almost immediately right. At the second 
roundabout turn right heading towards the A421. At the next roundabout go under the A421 and join it 
heading towards Cambridge and Bedford. Leave the A421 at the exit for the A600 for Hitchin & Shefford 
 
 

 

 

 
   

Wootton  Clapham 
Grid ref: TL000 453  

Post code MK43 9HT 
 Grid ref: TL022 528 

Post code MK41 6AW 
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Walking directions (based on Scholl sponsorship leaflet) 
 
Start the day’s walk in a roughly northerly direction, passing the Chequers PH on your right. At the road 
junction go over the stile by a gate in front of you, forward to another stile arid on to yet another. Turn 
left and reach the road turn right to another pub. This is Kempston Wood End. 
At this pub go right to a left hand path. Further along this path go right, over a stile, then diagonally left 
to another stile across the meadow, Cross the stile and gravel drive. Go over a stile across the middle of 
this pasture to a gate by some isolated trees to a stile by the road which you cross. Turn left to the 
second footpath on the left, pass by close to the cemetery, emerging out in a cropped field. 
Go down the middle to the road, passing a pole or two, at the road turn left to a path on your right, take 
this to the next road, turn right and in a short distance take a LH path up by a hedge, through a hedge 
and straight up the middle of a field to the wood. Turn right along the side of the wood, you will see that 
the bridleway goes straight across the field to reach Bromham bypass (very busy!). This crossing 
requires patience, once over walk down an alley type of path and emerge in Bromharn High Street. Note 
the Victorian Lions Head cast iron tap and the unusual house down this path. 
At the High Street turn right and follow the road down to Bromham Mill The trail follows a waymarked 
circular walk from Bromham mill. A path takes you through part of the park to the road. Turn right and 
then left at the Green into Mollivers Lane. Proceed straight forward to cross the old railway embankment 
and head forward toward Stevington Windmill, then bear right down to the road. Turn left to the village 
centre and the cross. 
This is thought to be the cross or burden shed by Christian in Pilgrims Progress and a place where 
Bunyan preached. 
Leaving the cross, walk down Church Road, by the church wall. 
The Holy Well was a place of pilgrimage for thousands in the past, all hoping the waters would cure eye 
ailments. 
After leaving the gate by Stevington Church, but before reaching the stile on the left, look right toward 
the river. A small wooded area in the river is The Holmes; this is where John Bunyan and friends 
allegedly met in secret because it was outside a five mile radius of Bedford. It was here too that 
baptisms took place and afterwards they walked up to Meeting Farm in Stevington. 
Now proceed over the stile and round the field to a stile in the far corner in a hedge and emerge out of 
the trees and turn right towards Pavenham. Proceed forward to the village, one of Bedfordshire’s 
outstanding riverside villages. 
Leave Pavenham by the path by the Post Office following waymarks c/w across riverside meadows to 
the road. Turn right and proceed with care up to Oakley Crossroads. Unless you are tempted to turn 
right for the shop or the Bedford Arms PH, keep straight on. Just past the Crossroads a footpath on the 
left crosses the railway and proceeds forward to the Clapham/Oakley exit roundabouts of the new A6 
Paula Radcliffe Way. Cross over/under the A6 and turn right into the old Oakley Road. This is the end of 
Day 4 
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Day 5  Clapham, Old A6 to Haynes, Appley Corner   10 miles 

 
Suggest driving route to end point (12 miles) 
 
Drive to Shefford along the A600 or A507. At the roundabout where A507 bears left, drive straight on to 
the next roundabout on the A600 and turn left towards Bedford. After two entrances to Rowney Warren 
car parks on the left, turn left towards Haynes. Take the first turning on the left signposted Haynes. After 
about a mile you will see some houses on the right and a blue sign on the left near some parking places. 
Park here. 
 
Suggested driving route from end point to start point (11 miles) 
 
Return to the A600 and take it to Bedford town centre. After the roundabout at St Johns, take the left 
hand lane (B531 Kempston). At the traffic lights turn right into Prebend Street and at the roundabout at 
the top of Prebend Street take the second exit towards the A6 and the station. Turn right at the 
roundabout and drive passed the station and at the double mini-roundabout. Continue straight on 
towards the A6. At the next roundabout turn left along the A6 and continue over the next roundabout. 
Leave the A6 at the next exit signposted Oakley/Clapham and at the roundabout take the first exit 
signposted Clapham. Pass over the A6 and take the Clapham exit at the next roundabout. Take the next 
exit on the right and park. 
 
Suggested driving route from start point to home (21 miles) 
 
Turn left onto main road and take second exit at roundabout - A6 Bedford. Continue on the A6 at the 
first roundabout and turn right at the next roundabout, signposted Kempston (B531) into Shakespeare 
Road. At the double mini-roundabout go straight on, pass the station and bear left at the roundabout at 
the end of the road. At the next roundabout turn half right into Prebend Street and at the traffic lights turn 
left. After the next set of lights take the right hand lane and follow the road round to the right, taking the 
middle lane. At the next roundabout, go straight on signposted A6 Luton but take the left hand lane. At 
the lights just over the bridge, go straight on and follow the signs for A600 Shefford. Follow the A600 to 
Shefford & then on to Hitchin or A507 to Letchworth 
 
 

 

 

 
   

Clapham  Appley Corner 
Grid ref: TL022 528 

Post code MK41 6AW 
 Grid ref: TL105 410 

Post code MK45 3QQ 
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Walking directions (based on Scholl sponsorship leaflet) 
 
Head along the old Oakley Road away from the A6 passing the Fox and Hounds PH on the left. Proceed 
by turning right along the High Street, passing several shops and public houses. At the far end of the 
village turn left up Green Lane. Ignore the RH footpath but turn right up the track in front of Park Farm. 
Do not take the footpath opposite but go forward to the next RH path. Turn right and follow this path 
right through to Brickhill Drive, Bedford. Cross straight over, this path takes you down to Foster Hill 
Road. Halfway down you can turn left into Bedford Park and cross diagonally to your right to reach the 
park gates. Exit through the gates, cross Park Avenue, walk down De Parys Avenue to John Bunyan’s 
statue in St Peters Square. 
 
From the statue proceed straight on through the traffic lights along the High Street. At the next lights turn 
left into Mill Street, down here on the RH side is the Bunyan Meeting House (not always open), After a 
visit, walk back to the lights and turn left, proceeding to cross the bridge over the Ouse, then along to St 
Johns. 
 
After passing St Johns proceed to the roundabout and forward over the old railway bridge. Turn right at 
the lights into Elstow Road. At the new roundabout cross over and through a path in front. Along here 
and before the Red Lion PH keep a look out for a plaque indicating where John Bunyan’s cottage stood. 
Now proceed to the village green, Moot Hall and Elstow Abbey Church. All associated with John 
Bunyan. 
 
Leaving Moot Hall, turn right into the High Street, passing the White Swan PH and noting the marvellous 
collages which have been restored to their former glory, Continue forward to cross the new bridge over 
the southern bypass, then immediately taking the bridleway, Medbury Lane. Keeping forward through 
the Medbury Farm, the path then swerves left arid right soon after. Now straight ahead until Cotton End 
Road is reached at Herrings Green, this is the eastern end of Wilstead. Now turn right and then left into 
Elms Lane and proceed forward to pass through Manor Farm. Go through a gate and keep forward on 
this track to go uphill, and on to Northwood End Farm, pausing first at the top of the hill, to look back 
toward Bedford and the Marston Vale. At the farm note the old pigeon loft, before making your way to 
Haynes village.  
This is thought to be the original route used by John Bunyan when he visited Haynes for religious 
meetings. 
On reaching the village turn right than left into Northwood End Road. Take the second footpath on the 
right after passing the village hall and Greyhound PH, this crosses a meadow. At the road turn right and 
continue to Appley Corner. 
This is the end of Day 5. 
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Day 6  Haynes, Appley Corner to Barton-le-Clay, Church Road  10 miles  

 
Suggested driving route to end point (10 miles) 
 
Drive to Hitchin and take the B655 to Barton-le-Clay. In Barton turn left after another road joins from the 
right. This is Church Road. Park considerately 
 
Suggested driving route from end point to start point (9 miles) 
 
Drive into Barton and take the A6 towards Bedford, passing through Clophill. Turn right off the A6 in the 
direction Haynes Church End and follow the road through the village. Keep on this road until you see a 
parking area on the right as the roads bends to the left. This is Appley Corner. 
 
Suggested driving route from start point to home (12 miles) 
 
Continue along the road in the same direction and after about a mile bear right at the junction in the 
direction Ireland/Old Warden. At the A600, turn right towards Shefford. Join the A507 on the Shefford 
bypass and return home. 
 
 

 

 

 
   

Appley Corner  Barton-le-Clay 
Grid ref: TL105 410  

Post code MK45 3QQ 
 Grid ref: TL082 304 

Post code MK45 4LA 
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Walking directions (based on Scholl sponsorship leaflet) 
 
From Appley Corner walk towards Shefford in the direction indicated by the blue signpost and follow the 
bridleway through the farm and out onto a field edge track. Follow this until emerging at a roundabout on 
the bypass. 
Cross the road with care and proceed towards Shefford, noting the remains of a railway bridge. Turn 
down Riverside, a short cul-de-sac on the right, and left along a path at the bottom, keeping between the 
bungalows and the River Flit. At the road go right, cross the bridge and on to the traffic lights, noting on 
the way a plaque to Robert Bloomfield the Poet. 
Turn right at the lights, into Bridge Street, so called as the aforementioned railway crossed over a bridge 
by the Bridge PH. Cross the road by the pub, keeping forward, soon turning left into New Street. You will 
pass by some of the older properties of Shefford (Sheep-Ford). At the end of this street, proceed 
forward via the footpath into Mallard Close and Swallow Close at the signpost to enter part of playing 
field. Go over a stile into a paddock and left down to the river following waymarkers, Take the trail over a 
wooden bridge and under the bypass, to emerge onto a riverside path keeping forward until a stile is 
reached, turn left over this stile, passing Polehanger Farm, to reach Meppershall village. 
Turn right at the high street, passing the Sugarloaf PH and continuing forward to the top of the high 
street, keeping right to reach a signpost and stile, indicating the trail forward; follow several waymarkers 
en route to Shillington, noting the marvellous panorama from the high point along the way. 
At the road turn left, then right down Bury Road, passing a shop on the way. Bear left at the bottom of 
this road to pass by what was the Noah’s Ark PH. Almost opposite Hillside Road followed by a path will 
take you up to the church, allowing splendid views toward the Clappers. Keep to the right of the church 
Turn right after the church and leave Shillington along a track to the left at the end of Church Road 
emerging over a bridge onto Shillington High Road. Turn right and, on reaching a crossroads, go 
straight on towards Pegsdon, passing some very attractive cottages, and the Musgrave Arms PH. 
Continue along this road with care ignoring footpath signs on the left and right until a gated bridleway is 
reached on the right past the double bend in the road at Shillington Manor. Follow this forward bearing 
left after a while, until a crossing track is met, here turn right, and soon pass an old mill, and on to reach 
the lovely village of Hexton. 
Leave the village on a road to the right just before the Raven PH signposted Higham Gobion; go round a 
corner passing by the Cricket ground, taking the left hand path, crossing a field diagonally to the far 
corner of a wood. Here cross a wooden bridge to proceed toward Barton-le-Clay, with marvellous views 
of the hills on the left, and noting the soil type, which gives Barton its name, proceed forward following 
the path to reach a stream. Turn left for a short distance to cross over a bridge, and onto a surfaced 
path and up to Manor Road in Barton. Turn left and proceed to Hexton Read, and cross with great care 
into Church Road which is slightly to the right of the junction.  
Barton Church is certainly worth a visit, also look at the new Church Hall, one of the most impressive 
new buildings in the town.  
 
This is the end of Day 6.   
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Day 7  Barton-le-Clay, Church Road to Sharpenhoe Clappers  11 miles  

 
Suggest driving route to end point (12 miles) 
 
Drive to Hitchin and take the B655 to Barton-le-Clay. In Barton turn right along the old A6 and then left 
towards Sharpenhoe & Harlington. At the Lynmore pub in Sharpenhoe, turn left in direction on brown 
tourist sign. Car park is on left almost at the top of the hill. 
 
Suggested driving route from end point to start point (2 miles) 
 
Turn right outside the car park and return to Barton. In Barton, turn right and almost immediately left to 
take the B655 to Hitchin. As the road bears left round a bend, take the road on the right. This is Church 
Road. 
 
Suggested driving route from start point to home (10 miles) 
 
Return along Church Road and turn right. This is the B655 to Hitchin 
 

 

 

 
   

Barton-le-Clay  Sharpenhoe Clappers Car Park 
Grid ref: TL082 304  

Post code MK45 4LA 
 Grid ref: TL065 295 

Post code MK45 4SH 
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Walking directions (based on Scholl sponsorship leaflet) 
 
Proceed along Church Road, passing the Rectory, and turn left at the signpost. This will go forward 
towards the Barton Hills, and in a short distance a gate will be seen (please note that when through 
these gates the hills are managed by English Heritage) 
 
After 50-60 yards climb to the right to reach a fence at the top on the left, proceed along this path, with 
the fence on your left. Note that this is not a right of way but a permissive path. After a while go through 
a gate, then further on just prior to a hedge at the end of the reserve, cross a stile over the left hand 
fence, and turn right to go forward to a clump of trees. Soon Barton Hills Farm will be seen in front, on 
reaching this farm the trail keeps to the right through a small copse of trees to reach the road. 
 
At the road turn right, then left at the signpost, now proceed towards Warden Hills, in approximately 
three-quarters of a mile a crossing track will be met; this is the original lcknield Way. The lcknield Way is 
reputed to be the oldest road in the country, at one time connecting Falmouth in the west with The Wash 
in the east. Turn left along Icknield Way keeping forward to meet the road, keep straight ahead to a car 
park known as Treasure’s Grove. Just through the barrier turn right, leaving the lcknield Way, onto a 
field edge path. follow the path and Bunyan waymarkers to reach the Hexton Road, Turn left, passing 
the pond, and forward to the village turning right into West Street where you will find the LiIIey Arms PH. 
 
John Bunyan undoubtedly frequently used the Icknield Way in his travels, for he often visited Hitchin end 
several other villages in the vicinity, Meetings usually took place in the evening, or after dark, and would 
be held occasionally in a farm, house or barn, but mostly in the open. However at Lilley several houses 
registered for dissenters were used, one of these had a cellar, where he could hide to preach in secret. 
 
Proceed down West Street passing several notable cottages on the way. This Street now becomes 
Wardswood Lane, and going forward passes around the edge of Wardswood, to reach a wide green 
lane. Ignore a sharp left hand path but take the next left hand path to follow a field edge by some large 
beech trees keeping forward until a small gate is reached. Go through this gate on a chalky track 
through the golf course, passing the clubhouse on the right, keeping forward through a few bushes to 
meet up again with the original Icknield Way and down to the A6 road. 
After passing through the small gate a short detour up to the left, offers wide panoramic views. Keep 
right at a post then descend to the golf course and pick up the chalky track to pass by the Clubhouse as 
described above. 
To continue the trail, cross the A6 with care and walk up Bramingham Lane, taking a right hand footpath 
just prior to the New Hospice. Now proceed virtually straight forward to a pond at Streatley village. At the 
road turn left almost immediately into Bury Lane. Go forward and over a stile to turn right onto a grassy 
field edge path, following waymarkers through into Streatley churchyard then emerge by the Chequers 
PH. 
On leaving the Chequers, turn left up the road, keeping forward in the direction of Sharpenhoe. In a 
short distance take a left hand path just after a gate indicating a private gateway by tall masts, and go 
forward to take a right hand waymarked path through the hedge, and carry on until a waymark post is 
reached. This will probably be confusing as the trail arrows will point both directions. Since we started 
this walk several months ago at Sundon Hills Country Park and have already walked this stretch we will 
not turn left to follow the Bunyan Waymarkers back to Sundon Hills Country Park. Instead we will turn 
right for a shorter duplication of our walk to reach the Clappers car park where our trail walk ends. 
 


